
1

Carrick-on-Shannon
Destination Towns

Part 8 Architect’s Report

July 2021



2



3

Introduction

Introduction                                             

Origins, Evolution and 
Current State

A Brief History of the Town                       
Regional Context                                   
Development of the Town                
Tourism                                        
Current Character                                    
Heritage

Carrick-on-Shannon Local 
Area Plan 2010-2019

Policies & Objectives  	                   
Maps                                           

Nature of the Proposals

Rationale for Intervention	                   
Nature & Extents of Proposals                
Design Descriptions                                      
AREA 1 Public Realm                     
AREA 2 Lighting                              
AREA 3 Wayfinding 

Contents

07
09
10
11
12
13

15
16

19
18

23
33
37

page page page page

05

Architectural Impact

Architectural Impacts of the 
Proposals on the place’s character & 
on the building’s character                             

53
page

List of Drawings

Index of drawings                                          
page

57



4

Introduction



5

Introduction
These proposals are a Destination Town Project, they represent 

a new phase in the redevelopment of the town which aims to 

improve the entrance into the town along the  National Route 

through upgraded public realm with bus shelters and covered 

areas for tourists and locals to enjoy views over the Shannon.  

A new wayfinding strategy has been developed building on 

the existing heritage signs along with improved LED lighting of 

some existing churches. Visitors will be directed to improved 

walking routes and board walks along the Shannon’s edge 

as well as to the centre of town through improved connecting 

routes with wider paved areas, integrated landscaping and 

outdoor seating.   The project focuses on the junction of the N4 

with this new route which goes through the newly developed 

backlands and onto the Main Street. This will be one of the 

main arrival points for tourists who arrive by bus. 

It is intended that this investment will serve to unify various 

points of interest in the own and enhance the heritage 

experience of Carrick on Shannon. In addition the new 

upgraded laneway connecting Main Street to the Shannon 

River passing through the newly developed backlands 

(known as Flynn’s Field) opens up new opportunities for future 

developments. The further reuse of existing laneways could be 

developed in the future. The proposal to upgrade the arrival 

Aerial photo of Carrick on Shannon

Photomontage of Carrick on Shannon from River.

point for tourists by providing a covered area and viewing 

point over the Shannon also provides opportunities for pop-

up events and strenghens the link between the popular River 

front amenity park and the newly upgraded boardwalks at the 

Marina. There are no longer any cul de sacs. Existing routes 

are reinforced and extended to provide looped walking routes 

for locals and visitors. 
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A Brief History of the Town
Carrick-on-Shannon originated at a crossing point of the Shannon that has 

had strategic importance from the earliest times. It was the site of an early 

wooden bridge defended by two castles – one on the eastern bank and the 

other on the western one. 

A town grew up on the eastern side from at least 1603 after the traditional 

rulers of the area, the O’Rourkes, were usurped following the defeat of the 

Gaelic order at Kinsale. A town was incorporated here in 1613 (some dates 

suggest 1607) by James 1st under the title of “The Provost, Free Burgesses, 

and Commonality of the Borough of Carrigdrumruske”. This early urban 

settlement is noted on the Down Survey (c 1653) and was probably located 

along the lower end of Bridge Street. There appear to be no estate maps or 

surveys of the town prior to the first edition of the Ordnance Survey in 1840.

The St George family who were originally from Hatley St George near 

Cambridge in England, appear to have arrived in Ireland following the 

Cromwellian conquest in the seventeenth century and were appointed 

Governors of Athlone. They were later made custodians of the bridge at 

Carrick: Lewis states that ‘The tolls of this bridge were granted, in 1684, 

to Sir George St George, on condition of his keeping it in repair’. He also 

mentions the bridge as consisting of eleven arches and having been built in 

1718 (apparently replacing a wooden structure mentioned in Petty’s Down 

Survey). Lewis’s account of Carrick must predate 1846 however, since this is 

the year that the earlier stone structure he describes was replaced by the 

current bridge.

A market house had been “lately erected” by the St Georges, again 

according to Lewis “but is not much frequented”. The Jail on the other hand 

has “10 wards” and “ a good tread-mill”. There is also an intriguing account 

of the construction of the Church of Ireland chapel: “The parish church of 

Kiltoghert, which, prior to 1698, was at a distance, was removed in that year 

by act of parliament into the town, and erected on a plot of ground given by 

Sir George St. George, Bart.” This suggests that the original parish church, 

perhaps of mediaeval origin, was dismantled, moved and rebuilt. Lewis goes 

on to mention that this church was itself rebuilt in 1829. The St Georges also 

part-funded the erection of a Roman Catholic chapel in the town, built in 

1807 (replaced by the current and much larger structure in 1879). Its location 

in a prominent position beside the Main street and its construction almost a 

generation before Catholic emancipation are remarkable by the standards 

of the time.

The St Georges built Hatley Manor c. 1830, according to Mark Bence-

Jones, but that date is unlikely since it does not appear on the 1st edition 

OS. However, it could have been built in the late 1830s and not appear 

on the map since much of the surveying of Leitrim and Roscommon was 

carried out in 1829 to 1831. It seems to have started its architectural life as 

a fully Italianate villa since the number of bays and ope sizes to the rear 

match those of the front. The rear was subsequently reworked in an act of 

superficial gothicization to give the juxtaposition of classical proportions and 

Gothic details, such as the lancet window tracery, crenellations and hood 

moulds, which form the contrasting characters of the house. Prior to that the 

St Georges appear to have inhabited a number of houses within and around 

the town: For nstance, they are associated with the eighteenth-century house 

on Gallows Hill, later to become the county infirmary.

The St Georges were the High-Sheriffs for the county in the late 1700s which 

may explain why such a concentration of judicial infrastructure was built 

in one small town. The courthouse and jail were given pride of place in a 

planned extension of the Main Street and the seat of the St Georges was 

built cheek-by-jowel with the courthouse itself. This axis squared off the Fair 

Green and overlooked the river from a height. It contains the delightful 

St George’s terrace, a late-Georgian housing development, which, though 

modest in scale, forms a strong urban set-piece adjacent to the front lawn of 

Hatley Manor and to the gated enclosure of the courthouse and jail areas. 

The early 1840s saw the construction of the Workhouse just outside the town 

and the railway came via Cortober station in 1862. By the late-nineteenth 

century the Marists had built a monastery and school off the Dublin 

Road. More recently, new development has been concentrated in a more 

piecemeal  manner to the south and south-east  of  the  town along the N4 

mainly consisting of light industrial and large retail units, typical of recent 

town-edge development.

Mid-twentieth century view of Main StreetEarly-twentieth century view of the Town clock and Market Square
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8

First Edition Ordnance Survey, 1837
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Regional Context
Carrick-on-Shannon is the county town of Leitrim and its largest 

conurbation. It is located in an area of outstanding natural beauty 

and amenity and is a major centre of activity on the river Shannon 

Blueway and the most important inland waterways centre in Ireland.

The Shannon remains an important north-south route for the 

town, mainly for the purposes of boating traffic, most of which is 

recreational. Its bridge over the Shannon links Dublin to Sligo by road 

and this traditional east-west route is one of the main vehicular and 

commercial arteries between the West and East of the country. Carrick-

on-Shannon will remain a vital element of the country’s transport 

infrastructure in the absence of any new bypass and motorway.

Before the N4 was built, the main east-west axis from Sligo to Dublin 

ran through Carrick-on-Shannon via Main Street and Bridge Street. 

Today it is no longer necessary to cross the Town Center of Carrick-

on-Shannon to connect these two destinations. The N4 runs along 

the south of Carrick-on-Shannon. This recently built axis offers a new 

facade to the town and presents an opportunity to showcase Carrick-

on -Shannon. It is therefore a pivotal location for tourist wayfinding.. 

Indeed, people visiting Leitrim no longer need to go through the 

Town Center, so it is necessary to guide them to the various points of 

interest within it, often starting from this point.

As one of the border--region counties, Leitrim is well-connected to the 

North of Ireland via Manorhamilton by land, and to Lough Erne and 

Fermanagh via the Shannon-Erne waterway at Leitrim Village. Blueways Ireland route map. Image courtesy of discovertheshannon.com.Core strategy map (map 2.1), Leitrim County Development Plan  2015-2021

ORIG INS ,  E VOLUT ION  &  CURR ENT  S TAT E
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Development of the Town Centre
A brief overview of recent developments can be seen in the  

series of aerial views below of the town centre. Since 1995 most 

of the town centre developments have taken place to the east 

with a mixture of housing, hotels  and the new courthouse along 

the N4. These developments necessitated the creation of new 

access routes from the N4 parallel to Bridge Street. The ongoing 

public realm works have seen further developments of the back 

land areas between the N4 and Main Street and the linking of 

these areas by the revitalizing of existing laneways. The marina 

remains a strong landmark around the perimeter of the old jail 

(now local authority offices). The river frontage walk including 

the board walk to the east can be seen on the 2012 aerial view. 

This rapid urbanization appears to be linked to the demographic 

explosion that Carrick-on-Shannon experienced during the same 

period. Between 1996 and 2016 the population more than 

doubled. 1991
Source: Central Statistics Office, Ireland (web)
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Tourism
Tourism has grown enormously in Ireland over the past twenty 

years. In 2001, 5.8 million tourists from all over the world visited 

Ireland. In 2018 this number rose to more than 11 million.  

These numbers seem to be on the rise since 2011. Tourism has 

been strong in Carrick on Shannon given its position along the 

Shannon and this has led to a significant local industry in cruise 

boat hire. There are many hotels, pubs and restaurants along 

with a public park, arts centre and board walks catering to this 

business.  The current public realm projects are addressing some 

of the issues faced by the main streets of many irish towns where 

cars have in the past been given priority over pedestrians. There 

are improved ‘linkages’ between existing attractions. Towns 

like Carrick on Shannon with a strong tourist attraction need to 

protect what is unique to their town whilst seeking to adapt  and 

improve their offering to welcome not only the increased number 

of tourists but also to make Carrick a desirable place in which to 

live and work, as well as play. 

2001
Source: Fáilte Ireland National Tourism Development Authority - Tourism Facts
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Current State

View of current public toiltets with bus stop in background

View from link road towards river

View along N4 with existing bus stop on the right

View from link road towards river

Carrick-on-Shannon’s architectural character contains designed and 

vernacular elements, of which the vernacular predominates. In common 

with many Irish mediaeval settlements, Carrick-on-Shannon gradually 

coalesced into a town over a number of centuries, extending eastwards 

from the bridge in a relatively organic manner. The St George family 

extended the town in a planned manner over the centuries based on a 

number of architectural set pieces: the ‘Gaol’, the courthouse, the market 

house, St George’s Terrace itself, and ultimately their own seat, Hatley 

Manor. 

On the margins, but within the ‘setting’ of this extension were St George’s 

Church followed by St Mary’s (the current structure was built in the 

1870s to replace an earlier, less imposing chapel). The Jail, now largely 

demolished, was an imposing structure more than three storeys in height 

with high boundary walls, so the view from Market Square to the end 

of the Terrace would have been less open and inviting than is the case 

currently. 

The area concerned by public realm improvements in this application 

relates to the arrival point of buses along the N4 and the link road from 

this arrival point on the edge of the river to the town’s heart via the 

recent backland redevelopment in Flynn’s Field. The buildings along the 

N4 and this link road are a mixture of retail, hotels and accommodation 

built in the last 30 years. There is a dominant car culture. As a street it 

is lively but suffers from traffic congestion, particularly for pedestrians, 

because of poor footpaths and the proximity of parked cars. Footpaths 

are of a poor quality with chaotic car parking arrangements. There is 

very little greening of this area and limited outdoor seating possibilities. 

At the arrrival point at the exiting bus stop along the river’s edge there is 

currently a small outdoor area with seating and great views of the river. 

Signage is mixed in design quality and it is not clear to a visitor how they 

can access the town centre or take a leisurly walk along the Shannon. 

There are a plethora of design types throughout the town. They are not 

always strategically located and can sometimes add to the cluttering of 

the streets. 

Lighting of some of Carrick’s finest buildings including 

the three churches is currently of a poor standard.

There are huge opportunities to improve the arrival point 

along the N4 into Carrick on Shannon and connect in 

a more meaningful way with the river’s edge and with 

the link road towards Fylnn’s field and Main Street. 

This proposal also addresses the issue of signage and 

wayfinding which will give a coherent design approach 

to information panels and help visitors to navigate their 

Signage at entrance to part on Quay Rd.

way through the town. Improved and more sustainable 

LED projectors will light up the facades of the three 

churches.

All these additions will have a very positive effect on 

the town’s image and along with the current public 

realm project will add enormously to the attractiveness 

of the town. 

St Mary’s Catholic Church.

St. Georges Church

Costello Chapel
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Carrick-on-Shannon Local Area Plan 2010-2019
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Carrick-on-Shannon Local Area Plan - Policies & Objectives 

Land Use Zoning Transportation Tourism

The Protection of the Built Environment/Heritage

Urban Design

Open Space & Amenity: This zone includes public walkways, parks and open space.

Riverside Development: This zoning relates to leisure, amenity and tourism related uses 

associated with the River Shannon.

Mixed Use: Zones designated as ‘Mixed Use’ have been identified in the core of the 

Town Centre within which a mix of residential and commercial activity takes place. 

More generally, buildings designed and located so as to be capable of adaptation to 

a range of other uses will be encouraged. In determining the suitability of development 

within this zone regard shall be given to the environmental impact of the proposed 

development on neighbouring uses.

Pedestrians and cyclists need safe and convenient routes. These routes must be well 

lighted and well surfaced. For safety they should be separated from fast moving traffic 

(shared surfaces may be appropriate in specific locations such as residential areas, 

where the pedestrian clearly has priority) and overlooked by as many houses and 

other premises as possible. Poorly lighted routes through backland areas tend to 

become focal points for anti-social behaviour. Cyclists need adequate parking facilities 

while persons with disability or wheeling buggies etc. need unobstructed footpaths 

with well-located pedestrian crossings and dished pavements.

The town has emerged as a significant tourism destination, largely centred on the 

Shannon. There has been considerable investment in tourism accommodation and 

other tourism enterprises. The Council believes that this industry has the potential to 

develop further and will support further investment proposals that will expand and 

upgrade the tourism product on offer. In the course of the lifetime of the plan (2013) 

the Town will celebrate the 400th anniversary of the granting, in the year 1613, of the 

Royal Charter by King James to Carrick-on-Shannon. 

The Council recognises the tremendous depth of heritage and heritage related 

buildings and structures in Carrick-on-Shannon and it actively supports and encourages 

all involved in promoting and developing heritage related activities for the social, 

cultural and tourism betterment of the town. The built heritage of the town centre is an 

important element in the character of Carrick-on-Shannon.  

The buildings of Carrick-on-Shannon town centre largely date from the 19th century. A 

common building language, the limited building technology and range of materials 

available dictated a consistency in building scale, massing proportion and finish. 

Buildings fronted directly onto the street, forming a strong urban edge and defining 

public space. 

In contrast, developments dating from the latter half of the 20th century have been 

piecemeal and haphazard. The result has been a poor quality urban environment with 

no sense of place. Confusion arises between public and private space, between the 

backs of buildings and the fronts, between areas of street and areas of car park. 

POLICIES & OBJECTIVES 

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON LOCAL AREA PLAN 2010 - 2016 
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2.02.01 Land Use Policies  
  
Policy 2.2a   It is the policy of the Council to seek the development of land in accordance 

with the Land Use Zoning Matrix set out in Table 2.1. 
 
Policy 2.2b  It is the policy of the Council to release lands zoned primarily residential in 

accordance with the Strategy for the Phasing of New Residential Development.  
 
 
2.02.02 Land Use Objectives 
 
Objective 2.3a It is an objective of the Council to seek the development of lands zoned 

‘Mixed Use’ for commercial, cultural, residential, retail and related uses.   
 
Objective 2.3b    It is an objective of the Council to seek the development of lands zoned 

‘Enterprise & Employment’ for industrial and employment generating uses 
 
Objective 2.3c  It is an objective of the Council to seek the development of lands zoned 

‘Primarily Residential’ for residential and associated uses.  Open space and 
recreational facilities must be provided in association with residential 
development in accordance with the standards set out in Section Three of 
this Plan. 

 
Objective 2.3d     It is an objective of the Council to seek the development of lands zoned 

‘General Development’ for commercial, retail, light industrial, educational, 
health, community and related uses. 

 
Objective 2.3e       It is an objective of the Council to seek the development of lands zoned 

‘Open Space & Amenity’ for recreational and amenity uses. 
 
Objective 2.3f         It is an objective of the Council to seek the development of lands zoned 

‘Riverside Development’ for leisure, amenity and tourism related uses 
associated with the River Shannon. 

 
Objective 2.3g It is an objective of the Council to seek the development of lands zoned 

‘Social & Community Use’ for educational, sport and health related uses.  
The redevelopment of these lands for residential or commercial use will be 
considered by the Council where it is satisfied that the overall provision of 
educational and health services to the town would be improved by such a 
development.  Uses indicated as being ‘open for consideration’ in the zoning 
matrix below will only be so considered in that context. 

 
Objective 2.3h     It is an objective of the Council to seek the protection of lands and water 

bodies zoned ‘River Navigation & Amenity’ for navigation and the 
conservation of riverine habitats.  Development impacting on lands and water 
bodies zoned ‘River Navigation & Amenity’ will only be acceptable if they 
enhance the amenity value of the river, do not unduly impact on habitats or 
impede river navigation.   
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2.04.02 Urban Design Policies  
 
Policy 4.2a    It is the policy of the Council to encourage development in accordance with 

urban design guidelines detailed in this plan.   
 
Policy 4.2b           It is the policy of the Council to ensure all existing and new streets, laneways 

and public spaces are appropriately named.   Preference will be given to 
appropriate Irish or Irish derived street names with local place name or historic 
connections. 

 
Policy 4.2c It is the policy of the Council to conserve and enhance the character of the 

historic town centre, especially Main St., Bridge St. and St. Georges Terrace.   
 
Policy 4.2d It is the policy of the Council to continue its programme of undergrounding 

overhead wires, providing new “old style” lamp standards (particularly needed 
along Bridge Street) and pavement renewal in the town centre in general.   

 
Policy 4.2e It is the policy of the Council to investigate the possibility of pedestrianisation of 

Bridge St/Main St. or parts thereof. 
 
Policy 4.2f       It is the policy of the Council to provide additional lighting in the town where 

required. 
 
Policy 4.2g     It is the policy of the Council to investigate the possibility of developing an 

integrated urban design scheme for the town core in order to enhance the 
public domain. 

 
 
2.04.03   Urban Design Specific Objectives 
 
Objective 4.3a   It is an objective of the Council to seek the development of lands along the 

existing bypass.  
 
Objective 4.3b It is an objective of the Council to commission an urban design study to 

examine the feasibility of redeveloping the riverside lands and quay area within 
the town so as to maximise the potential of the river for the town as an amenity.   

 
Objective 4.3c It is an objective of the Council to examine the feasibility of developing lands in 

the vicinity of the Fire Station (possibly including the Fire Station itself) for 
appropriate town centre uses and with an appropriate urban form. 

 
Objective 4.3d It is an objective of the Council to incorporate CCTV in areas of the town as 

and when necessary 
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While Taxi and Hackney services play an important part in satisfying local transport needs, 
Carrick-on-Shannon is too small for a local bus service to be viable at the moment.  Some form of 
bus service may become viable in the future as the town grows and new development should be 
designed with this possibility in mind.   
 
Section One of this plan identified the radial pattern of roads as one of the key weaknesses in the 
town’s transportation infrastructure.  Already the Leitrim road junction has become one of the 
town’s main bottlenecks.   Traffic management measures will be developed under the currency of 
this plan as traffic patterns emerge and as needs dictate.   
 
The basic philosophy behind the proposed road network set out in this plan is to direct non-
essential traffic away from the town centre and away from residential areas.  Within the town 
centre primacy will be given to the pedestrian. 
 
2.05.01  Transportation (Traffic, Cycling & Pedestrian Movement) Policies 
 
Policy 5.1a         It is the policy of the Council to construct a by-pass around the town as part of 

the N4 national primary route, in partnership with the NRA.  A preferred route 
had previously been identified but is now subject to review.  Pending the 
finalisation of this route no new development (other than minor works or 
alterations to existing premises) will be allowed within the constraint study area 
as identified in Map No. 8 without the consent of the NRA 

 
Policy 5.1b      It is the policy of the Council to ensure that proposed developments do not 

prejudice the implementation of the Carrick By-Pass. 
 
Policy 5.1c       It is the policy of the Council to protect the safety, carrying capacity and 

efficiency of the existing (and future) N4. 
 
Policy 5.1d         It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the construction of a network of roads 

to form a route around the town (see Map No.1).  The purpose of these roads 
is to divert non-essential traffic away from the town centre and open up lands 
for development. 

 
 Policy 5.1e It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the construction of a network of 

footpaths and cycle tracks linking residential areas with schools, the town 
centre and significant recreational, retail and employment facilities (see Map 
Nos. 2a & 2b).  Generally these links will be designed to accommodate both 
pedestrian (including wheelchairs, prams and buggies) and cycle traffic, 
however in certain specific circumstances it may not be appropriate or practical 
to cater for both pedestrians and cyclists.  All routes will be appropriately 
lighted and surfaced and where possible overlooked by residential and other 
development so as to facilitate passive supervision. 

 
Policy 5.1f     It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the provision of adequate public car 

parking (including coach/bus parking) in the town centre and elsewhere as 
needed so as to ensure the town continues to thrive as a commercial, cultural 
and recreational centre. 
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Policy 5.1g It is the policy of the Council to ensure sufficient car parking (including 
underground parking) for persons with disability and cycle stands are provided 
as part of all new development in the town.  The shared use of car parking 
spaces between night-time and daytime, weekday and weekend uses will be 
favoured. 

 
Policy 5.1h        It is the policy of the Council to ensure new roads are designed and built to a 

standard appropriate for their role.  Details of design standards are set out in 
Section Three of this plan. 

 
Policy 5.1i           It is the policy of the Council to keep the town’s “Traffic Management Plan” and 

traffic bylaws under review.  These measures will, amongst other things, 
regulate public car parking in the town. 

 
Policy 5.1j         It is the policy of the Council to initiate a safe routes to school programme, in 

partnership with the boards of management of the schools in the town. 
 
Policy 5.1k         It is the policy of the Council to encourage greater interconnection in the town 

between town centre and other shopping areas and amenity and recreational 
areas. 

 
 
2.05.02 Transportation (Traffic, Cycling & Pedestrian Movement) Objectives 
 
The following are the Council’s specific objectives for movement, traffic and transportation in 
Carrick-on-Shannon: 
 
New roads 
 
Objective 5.2a    It is an objective of the Council to construct new roads to access development 

lands (See Map No. 1) showing indicative access points/routes. The purpose of 
these roads is to open up lands for development and link up so as to create an 
orbital route around the town.  They will be built to distributor road standards 
(see Section Three of this plan). Direct access is not normally permitted onto 
these roads.  They will be built by developers as part of development proposals 
to a standard to the satisfaction of the Council and taken in charge by the 
Council.  

 
Objective 5.2b   It is an objective of the Council to investigate the possibility of developing an 

alternative route from the Clock Tower, through the Telecom site and to the 
rear of St. Mary’s Close emerging onto Park Lane. 

 
Objective 5.2c   It is an objective of the Council to design and construct a roundabout at the Hartley 

Junction of the R.280 (see Map No.8) and construct a new road from this roundabout to 
Park Lane 

 
New Streets  
 
Objective 5.2d It is an objective of the Council that the existing route through the Bush Hotel 

be given a street name. 
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Objective 5.2e   It is an objective of the Council that the route to the west and north of the 
Landmark Hotel will be taken in charge by the Council and formally named.  
Development fronting onto this street and tree planting in accordance with the 
urban design guidelines set out elsewhere in this plan will help establish this 
route as a street. 

 
Objective 5.2f It is an objective of the Council to seek to establish the link road between 

Priest’s Lane and the Leitrim Road as a town street. This link will be formally 
named and development on either side encouraged to form a streetscape 
(refer to Map No. 4) 

 
 

Improvement Works 
 
Objective 5.2g   It is an objective of the Council to carryout improvement works to the Leitrim 

Road Junction. 
 
 
Signage 
 
Objective 5.2h    It is an objective of the Council to improve directional road signage to Carrick-

on-Shannon 
 
 
Pedestrian and Cycle Links 
 
Objective 5.2hi  It is an objective of the Council to seek to have new pedestrian routes linking 

Bridge St., Main St. and the Dublin Rd.  with the backlands area.  The Council 
will seek to establish these routes in cooperation with property owners and 
tenants.  However the Council may use its powers of compulsory acquisition in 
certain circumstances if necessary.  These routes will be appropriately 
surfaced and lighted. Passive supervision through overlooking from existing or 
new development will be encouraged where possible. 

 
Objective 5.2j It is an objective of the Council to secure the development of a network of 

green corridors in a manner that will integrate them with existing and future 
developments. 

 
Objective 5.2k   It is an objective of the Council to seek to establish a pedestrian and cyclist 

route south from the MBNA Park parallel to the existing bypass road and under 
the bridge to the Council Buildings in conjunction with the NRA.  As part of this 
route a pedestrian crossing will be installed at an appropriate location on the 
Dublin Rd.   

 
Objective 5.2l   It is an objective of the Council to seek to establish sufficient bicycle stands in 

the town. 
 
Objective 5.2m  It is an objective of the Council to investigate the provision of additional 

pedestrian crossings in the town. 
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Parking 
 
Objective 5.2n    It is an objective of the Council to investigate the possibility of providing   short 

term alternative usages on the vacant lands at Central Park to aid 
consolidation of the town centre. 

 
Objective 5.2o     It is an objective of the Council to review and develop an integrated car parking 

strategy for the town to include for the provision of an innovative car  parking 
charging strategy. 

 
Objective 5.2p It is an objective of the Council to seek to develop additional car parking 

spaces (including coach/bus parking) as the need arises. 
 
Objective 5.2q    It is an objective of the Council to continue to provide appropriately designed    

and located car parking for persons with disability. 
 
Objective 5.2r    It is an objective of the Council to ensure all public car parks are adequately   

surfaced and marked, lighted, signposted and make provision for parking for 
persons with disability. 

 
Objective 5.2s It is an objective of the Council to control HGV parking along the Linear   Park 

Area adjoining the N4. 
 
Objective 5.2t   It is an objective of the Council to further investigate traffic flow movement 

though the town. 
 
 
Transport 
 
Objective 5.2u   It is an objective of the Council to encourage the provision of a shuttle bus 

service between the retail park and the town centre. 
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2.09 Tourism  
 
The town has emerged as a significant tourism destination, largely centred on the Shannon.  
There has been considerable investment in tourism accommodation and other tourism 
enterprises.   The Council believes that this industry has the potential to develop further and will 
support further investment proposals that will expand and upgrade the tourism product on offer.  
In the course of the lifetime of the plan (2013) the Town will celebrate the 400th anniversary of 
the granting, in the year 1613, of the Royal Charter by King James to Carrick-on-Shannon. 
 
 
2.09.01 Tourism Policies 
 
Policy 9.1a        It is the policy of the Council to continue to support tourism development and 

promotion for Carrick-on-Shannon. 
 
Policy 9.1b        It is the policy of the Council to work closely with relevant agencies and bodies 

such as Waterways Ireland and Failte Ireland in order to continue to expand 
the town’s facilities and reputation as a key location of water based tourism. 

 
Policy 9.1c        It is the policy of the Council to develop the River Shannon as a tourism and 

leisure resource. 
 
Policy 9.1d       It is the policy of the Council to promote appropriate development along the 

riverside for leisure, amenity and tourism related uses, subject to the protection 
of the environmental quality and ecological value of the river. 

 
Policy 9.1e It is the policy of the Council to enhance public access to the river. 
 
Policy 9.1f       It is the policy of the Council to promote the town in the Tidy Towns 

Competition.  
 

Policy 9.1g It is the policy of the Council to facilitate and promote the use of the Market 
Yard as a multi-activity centre for food markets, craft markets etc. 

 
 
2.09.02 Tourism Objectives 
 
Objective 9.2a     It is an objective of the Council to facilitate the development of a public mooring 

and associated development at an appropriate location in the town. 
 
Objective 9.2b    It is an objective of the Council to facilitate a marina development which would 

link the existing marina with Butlers Marina, subject to satisfying normal 
planning criteria. 

 
Objective 9.2c    It is an objective of the Council to promote tourist events/festivals in the town, 

particularly the Regatta. 
 
Objective 9.2d It is an objective of the Council to mark/celebrate the 400th anniversary of the 

granting of the Royal Charter by King James to Carrick-on-Shannon in the year 
1613. 
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Objective 9.2e   It is an objective of the Council to provide an events space and associated  
works adjoining the Barrel Store. 

 
Objective 9.2f    It is an objective of the Council to provide information signage in appropriate 

location(s) highlighting the attractions of Carrick-on-Shannon. 
 
Objective 9.2g It is an objective of the Council to facilitate the production of a tourist 

information booklet to include walking and cycle routes as they develop. 
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In securing the preservation of archaeological monuments the Planning Authority will refer all 
planning applications likely to interfere with archaeological heritage to the Development 
Applications Unit (Heritage & Planning Division) of the DoEHLG, An Taisce and the Heritage 
Council. Such developments include those that are located at or close to archaeological 
monuments or sites and developments that require an Environmental Impact Statement. The 
archaeological heritage includes National Monuments in the care of the State, archaeological and 
architectural monuments and sites in the Record of Monuments and Places and the Register of 
Historic Monuments, zones of archaeological potential in Historic Towns; the underwater 
archaeological heritage, including Historic Wrecks; unknown and unrecorded archaeological sites 
(including subsurface remains); potential sites located in the vicinity of large complexes of sites or 
monuments, present or former wetlands, unenclosed land, rivers or lakes. The Planning Authority 
will have regard to the advice and recommendations given, both in respect of whether or not to 
grant planning permission and in respect of the conditions to which permission, if granted, should 
be subject. 
 
With regards to underwater archaeology it should be noted that the Record of Monuments and 
Places does not include all underwater archaeological sites. As a result the potential exists for 
development to impact negatively on our underwater cultural resource. Developments and 
constructional impacts on riverine etc. environments from the viewpoint of the protection of 
underwater archaeology will be taken into account in assessing planning applications. 
  
(For further guidance and information relating to archaeological heritage, policies and objectives 
please also refer to Section 2.08.05 of the County Development Plan 2009-2015). 
 
 
2.11.03 Built Environment/Heritage Policies: 
 
Policy 11.3a It is the policy of the Council to protect the buildings and structures listed for 

protection in the Record of Protected Structures for County Leitrim that lie 
within the Carrick-on-Shannon development boundary. (refer to Map Nos. 3a-
3e and Appendix E). 

 
Policy 11.3b It is the policy of the Council to encourage and support the DOEHLG in 

carrying out an Inventory of Architectural Heritage for Carrick-on-Shannon. 
 
Policy 11.3c It is the policy of the Council to seek the protection of the external fabric of 

structures of heritage value in the Architectural Conservation Area.   
 
Policy 11.3d It is the policy of the Council to address the issue of derelict sites in the town. 
 
Policy 11.3e     It is the policy of the Council to support the promotion and development of 

heritage and heritage related activities. 
 
Policy 11.3f        It is the policy of the Council to protect the Recorded Monuments, located within 

Carrick-on-Shannon, from damage (See Map No. 6). 
 
 
2.11.04 Built Environment/Heritage Objectives 
 
Objective 11.4a      It is an objective of the Council to protect and enhance the Architectural 

Conservation Area as identified on Map No. 5. 
 
Objective 11.4b       It is an objective of the Council to provide information plaques on various   

Historic Landmark Buildings in the town. 
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This plan sets out a broad structure for the development of the town over the next 

twenty years prepared by Leitrim County Council.  A key to the future growth of the town 

is the presentation of the town as an attractive place in which to live, work and visit. 

The aims of the Plan are detailed under the following headings: 

Land Use Zoning / Urban Design / Transportation / Tourism / The Protection 

The proposals in this Part 8 address the objectives set out below from the Local Area 

Plan (highlighted in red).

of the Built Environment-Heritage /Natural Environment-Heritage / Flood Risk 

Management
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2.12.01 Natural Environment/Heritage Policies 
 
Policy 12.1a It is the policy of the Council to make tree preservation orders for trees, groups 

of trees and woodlands of ecological and/or landscape significance, which may 
come under threat. 

 
Policy 12.1b It is the policy of the Council to protect and preserve existing hedgerows where 

appropriate and to encourage the planting of new hedgerows, using traditional 
native species.   

 
Policy 12.1c It is the policy of the Council to ensure that existing trees are incorporated into 

development proposals and that detailed landscaping schemes are 
incorporated into major development proposals wherever appropriate in the 
opinion of the planning authority.  All new developments will be required to 
integrate existing trees into the new schemes, where this is appropriate and 
practical in the opinion of the planning authority.   

 
Policy 12.1d   It is the policy of the Council to promote the environmentally sensitive 

management of hedges.  The cutting of hedgerows during the nesting season 
is prohibited (1st of March to the 31st of August).   

 
Policy 12.1e     It is the policy of the Council to require a bat survey prior to determining a 

planning application where, in the opinion of the Council, a proposal is likely to 
impact on a bat colony. 

 
Policy 12.1f    It is the policy of the Council not to permit development that may create 

unacceptable air, water, noise or other pollution or nuisance. 
 
Policy 12.1g  It is the policy of the Council to discourage any establishment likely to be 

classified under the Major Accidents Directive (the Seveso Directive) within the 
town, in the interests of health and safety. 

 
Policy 12.1h     It is the policy of the Council to implement the provisions of water pollution 

legislation, in conjunction with other agencies, as appropriate. 
 
Policy 12.1i It is the policy of the Council to protect and improve the water quality and 

conserve the fish stock of the River Shannon. 
 
Policy 12.1j It is the policy of the Council to protect the quality of ground water by 

encouraging all existing premises to connect to the public sewer.   
 
Policy 12.1k      It is the policy of the Council to require all new development to connect to the 

public sewerage system 
 
Policy 12.1l    It is the policy of the Council to manage the disposal of solid waste in 

accordance with the Connaught Regional Waste Management Plan. 
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2.12.02 Natural Environment /Heritage Objectives 
 
Objective 12.2a        It is an objective of the Council to facilitate the provision of suitably located 

wildlife information panels, including fish species information, along the 
Linear Park. 

 
Objective 12.2b It is an objective of the Council to explore the possibility of initiating a 

pooper scooper scheme in the town 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flood Risk Management 
Low lying parts of Carrick-on-Shannon suffer from extensive flooding during prolonged 

wet periods. The Council recognises that these flood plains serve an important function. 

Development on the river’s flood plain can lead to both the development itself 

being inundated and downstream flooding problems for other low lying lands. Such 

development proposals will only be favourably considered where the Council is 

satisfied that the development is of significant strategic importance for the town and 

the mitigated impact on the flood plain is acceptable. 

POLICIES & OBJECTIVES 

CARRICK-ON-SHANNON LOCAL AREA PLAN 2010 - 2016 
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Policy 13.4a  It is the policy of the Council to require, where appropriate, * that developments 
of a type that may be considered sensitive to flooding are subject to a 
‘justification test’. Where a justification test is required it shall demonstrate to 
the satisfaction of the Council that; 

 
                                    a) Such proposals apply the ‘sequential approach’ as outlined in Section 3 

of the Planning System and Flood Risk Management – Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities, Nov. 09. In particular, the proposal shall 
demonstrate that there are no alternative sites available at a more 
suitable location within the town that would meet the requirements of the 
development: 

 
                                    b).The area comprises significant previously developed and/or   

underutilised lands within the urban envelope; 
 
                                    c) The development of the area is essential to facilitate regeneration or 

town centre expansion;  
 
                                    d).Environmental/hydrological assessment has been undertaken to  

identify the impact of flood risk as a result of development and that the 
development would not result in increased or new flood risk elsewhere 
and if possible will reduce the overall flood risk; 

 
                                   e) The proposal includes measures to minimise flood risk to people, 

property, the economy and the environment as far as is reasonably 
possible;  

 
                                   f) The development proposed includes measures to ensure that residual 

risks to the area and/or development can be managed to an acceptable 
level as regards the adequacy of existing flood protection measures or 
the design, implementation and funding of any future risk management 
measures and provisions for emergency services access; 

  
                                    g) The proposal complies with other relevant policies and development 

standards as set out in the County Development Plan and this Local 
Area Plan. 

 
* In general, but not exclusively, the justification test will only apply to lands that are affected by 

the flood inundation by the River Shannon. 
 
 
Policy 13.4b It is the policy of the Council to seek to ensure that proposals within flood risk 

areas exclude high vulnerability uses such as residential care homes, 
hospitals, emergency services, residential use at ground floor level and certain 
strategic infrastructural services and facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Natural Environment/Heritage
The natural environment makes a vital contribution to the quality of life in Carrick-

on-Shannon. The Council is keenly aware of its duty to protect the town’s natural 

environment. The banks and the River Shannon, woodlands and hedgerows host a 

rich and diverse range of species and habitats that have taken many hundreds, and 

sometimes thousands, of years to evolve. They can be destroyed overnight. In seeking 

to promote economic and physical development the Council will balance the needs to 

conserve the town’s natural heritage.
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Nature of the Proposals
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NATUR E  OF  PROPOSALS

Rationale for Intervention
The extent and nature of this proposed Part 8 proposal is intended 

to reflect the importance of a balanced approach to the town’s 

further development. Carrick-on-Shannon has many existing strengths. 

It is currently undergoing public realm improvements mainly along 

Main Street, St. George’s Tce. and the boardwalk. These proposals 

will compliment the current program of works further upgrading, 

connecting and unifying disparate areas of the town. The Part 8 

proposal includes:

•	 Improved public realm with a pedestrian focus for the link road 

between the N4 and Main Street between Cryan’s and the 

Landmark Hotels.

•	 Improved arrival point for visitors along the N4 with a covered 

area and integrated seating to enjoy views of the River Shannon 

whilst also improving the connection between the River Front 

walkway and the quay edge.

•	 Integrated design approach to signage and wayfinding for the 

town centre

•	 Improved LED sustainable lighting for the existing 3 churches. 

The proposals respect the scale and character of the town and are 

generally based on an adaptation of existing fabric and function 

rather than wholescale redevelopment. In this sense they are 

evolutionary rather than revolutionary, in keeping with an orderly and 

considered approach to the town’s ongoing development.  

Development sketch illustrating concept strategies
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      NATUR E  OF  PROPOSALS

Nature and Extent of Proposals

The map opposite and the 3D Aerial image above show the 

extent and nature of the proposals. They are outlined here 

with a brief description of the nature of the interventions 

in each case, before being shown in more detail over the 

following pages.

AREA 1: Public Realm:

Re-affirm the new axis from the national road to the Flynn’s 

Field car park, Local road: L-3401-1. The footpath is more 

generous to highlight pedestrian accessibility up to Main 

Aerial view of proposed site area

AREA 1 Public Realm

AREA 3 Wayfinding

AREA 2 Lighting
The Carrick on Shannon Destination Town Project will include the 

following works:

 

1.  To undertake a Public Realm Improvements Scheme within 

the Town, to enhance the existing streetscape between Cryan’s 

Hotel and the Carrick Plaza Suites along Local road L3401-1. 

The nature of the public realm works includes, inter alia, the 

widening of footpaths, the provision of enhanced uncontrolled 

pedestrian crossings, the provision of new public lighting in 

addition to the existing lighting, to replace the existing road 

surface, to relocate the existing street furniture and signage, the 

provision of soft and hard landscaping measures and to alter 

the existing on street car-parking provision.

    

2.  The Replacement of the existing Bus stop shelter with 

a covered structure along the N4 on the Southern carriage-

way that will shelter people waiting on or arriving by bus 

while equally providing shelter to enjoy overlooking the public 

space along the river edge. External seating and improved 

landscaping of the area to the rear of this covered structure and 

the river walk.

3.  The Installation of a new covered bus shelter along Local 

Road L3401-1 to the front of the Primary Care Building as a bus 

departure area.

4.  The Relocation of the existing ESB Networks Sub-station 

currently located in front of the Carrick Plaza Suites.

5.  Improvements to external lighting of the following 

protected structures: Costello Memorial Chapel, St. George’s 

Church and St Mary’s Catholic Church.

6.  The provision of 16 No. Way Finding Signs to include 

additional hard/soft landscaping works in the vicinity of Sign 

No. 5 and 6 as indicated on the submitted documentation  

Street. Two long bus shelters are designed to the north 

(collection point)  and south  (arrival point) of the site 

to provide a circuit for visitors coming by bus. The bus 

shelter doubles up as a covered outdoor area with the 

natural topography allowing for integrated external 

seating to allow visitors and locals enjoy the view of the 

river, and for small performances, welcoming parties 

etc. The newly landscaped area will also allow for pop-

up events. 

AREA 2: Lighting:

New improved sustainable LED public lighting is proposed for the 

following churches: St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, St. George’s 

Church and Costello Memorial Chapel.

AREA 3: Wayfinding:

A new integrated signage and wayfinding scheme is being 

proposed for the town centre which will orientate visitors and 

help them navigate their way through and around the town whilst 

also providing useful information on places of significance. 
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              NATUR E  OF  PROPOSALS
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AR E A  1

Public Realm
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Leitrim County Council secured funding under the Bord Fáilte Destination 

Towns scheme to boost the attractiveness and tourism appeal of Carrick on 

Shannon. The application includes improvements to the main arrival point 

into the town along the river’s edge and better connections to the town 

centre including improved  links to the newly developed backlands parking 

area known as Flynn’s field and on through the new laneway to Main 

Street.

It is proposed to replace the existing bus stop with a new covered area that 

Introduction
will shelter people waiting on or arriving by bus whilst equally providing 

shelter to enjoy overlooking the small upgraded public space on the edge 

of the river bank. External seating and improved landscaping of the area 

are also proposed to continue the very successufl biodiversity strategy 

already in place along the existing river walk.

New improved wayfinding and pedestrian crossings will suggest a number 

of walking routes that can be taken to reach the town centre.

Image of the proposed arrival area and improved public realm towards Flynn’s Field.
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The Plans include improved pavement widths to prioritize 

pedestrians along the northern edge of the link road. A band 

of trees will add to the greening of the area whilst structuring 

bays of parking. Existing entrances and exits to buildings will be 

maintained.  

The new entrance to the medical centre and to Flynn’s Field 

parking will be clearly identifiable with the ESB substation being 

relocated. A new bus departure area is proposed in front of the 

medical centre

To the western side of the link road, there will still be a 

pedestrian crossing but repositioned to improve the sight lines 

between the link road and the improved public sapce on the 

river’s edge.

Improved pedestrian linkages are also proposed from north to 

south  and westwards from the Landmark Hotel to the river walk.

Pedestrian: The north-south and east-west axes are improved and 

safer for pedestrians. The car and pedestrian spaces are more 

clearly  delineated and the crossings highlighted.

Vehicular Entrance: The entrance to local road L3401-1 is wider 

to allow the bus to pick up visitors from the bus stop along the 

Health Care Center.

Parking: On the west side of the L-3401-1 road the parking 

spaces were not correctly defined. There are now 11 

moregenerous and visible parking spaces.

Plans 
Local road: L-3401-1

Existing Plan Proposed Plan
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Perspectives

Birds eye view of the arival point on the N4.

Sight line to river’s edge from the Hotel side.

Arrival into Carrick on Shannon on National Route from Dublin to Sligo.

Proposed bus collection point outside the new Primary Care Centre.
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Perspectives

Bus stop/sheltered area on arrival into Carrick on Shannon
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Perspectives - Details

Bus stop/sheltered area on arrival into Carrick on Shannon
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Concrete steps, with partial 
wooden covering for the seats

New bus stop 3 m high, with 
Timber gantry and glass roof

3 x 2.2 m frames to indicate the 
direction

2 x 3 m Carrick on Shannon Map

New Trees along the road to 
protect the footpath

Granite Aggregate kerb edging

Glass roof. Vertical glass ele-
ments can also be proposed to 
protect from the wind

Ballylusk surface for events, 
performances, street theatre

Wider footpath, with concrete 
pavement surface
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Ballylusk Gravel
To New Public Space - Plaza

Wooden Bench on Concrete/stone block
To Seating areas

BUS Stop 
with gantry structure and glass roof

Block paving product made with sparkling granite aggregates, Flynn’s Field
To Footpath

Material Selection	
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BUS Stop Type 1 - Details
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BUS Stop Type 2 - Details
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New lighting of churches

Church Lighting

Lighting upgrades are to be carried out on three No. churches as de-

tailed below and contained in the Drawings No’s W1906 E111, W1906 

E112 and W1906 E113

All churches are to have both time and Astro clocks installed and set to 

the requirements and schedules of LCC.

All electrical works, protections and modifications must conform to the 

current ETCI standards.

1.1	 Costello Memorial Chapel.

The requirement is for the illumination of the front facade of the church 

with a baffled LED Projector the colour of which is to be 2200K in order 

to improve the night-time visibility of the heritage and character of this 

historical building and local landmark for the benefit of the community 

and tourism. 

The works entail the replacement of the existing 1 No. Luminaire and 

replacement with a LED Projector Fitting (C2 type of the attached sched-

ule) housed in a 316 Stainless Steel housing with light control baffles to 

control and target the light and prevent spill to the adjoining areas.

1.2	 St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church.

The requirement is to illuminate the front facade of the church with 2 

No. baffled LED Projector’s the colour of  2200K in colour in oirder to 

improve the night-time visibility of the heritage and character of this 

historical building and local landmark for the benefit of the community 

and tourism. 

The works entail the installation of 2 No. Luminaire’s with a LED Projector 

Fitting (C1 type of the attached schedule) housed in a 316 Stainless 

Steel housing with light control baffles to control and target the light and 

prevent spill to the adjoining areas.

In addition there are 4 No. ornate 4 m poles and luminaires. These 

require to be retrofitted with new LED Modules and controls (C3 type of 

the attached schedule).

1.3	 St. George’s Church, church of Ireland.

The requirement is to illuminate the four façades of the church with 6 

No. baffled LED Projector’s the colour of which is to be 2200K  and tom 

improve the night-time visibility of the heritage and character of this 

historical building and local landmark for the benefit of the community 

and tourism. 

The works entail the replacement of the existing 6 No. Luminaire’s with 

a LED Projector Fitting (C1 type of the attached schedule) housed in 

a 316 Stainless Steel housing with light control baffles to control and 

target the light and prevent spill to the adjoining areas.

LED luminaires shall be photometrically tested in accordance with ‘IESNA 

LM-79-08, IES Approved Method for the Electrical and Photometric Mea-

surement of Solid-State Lighting Products’. Results certificates shall be 

provided. LED modules shall be tested in accordance with ‘IESNA LM-

80-08, IES approved Method: Measuring Lumen Maintenance of Light 

Emitting Diode Light Sources’. Results certificates shall be provided.

LED luminaires shall have lifetimes extrapolated in accordance with 

‘IESNA TM-21-11, IES Approved Method: Making Useful LED Lifetime 

Projections’. LED modules and luminaires shall have product informa-

tion displayed in accordance with ‘IEC/PAS 62717 Performance require-

ments, LED modules for general Lighting’ and ‘IEC/PAS 62722 Perfor-

mance requirements, LED luminaires for general lighting’. 
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Example of warm LED lighting on stone church facades Types of lighting to be used
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Wayfinding
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Signages to stay Signage to stay Signage to stay Signage to be replaced. See drawing 2201 for details. Signage to stay Signage to stay Signage to stay

Signage to stay Signage to stay Signage to be relocated. See drawing 3020 for
details, number 4.

Signages to be relocated. See drawing 3020 and
3200 for details, number 5.

Signage to stay

Signage to stay

Signage to stay Signage to stay

Signage to be relocated. See drawing 3020 and
3200 for details, number 6.

Signages to be relocated. See drawing 3021 for
details, number 8.

Signage to be relocated. See drawing 3021 for
details, number 9.

Signage to be relocated. Signages to be relocated. See drawing 3021 for
details, number 10.

Signage to be relocated. See drawing 3022 for
details, number 13.

Signage to be relocated. See drawing 3022 for
details, number 15.

Signages to be relocated. See drawing 3022 for
details, number 16.
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Plan showing decision-making points

To determine the best location for signage 

and wayfinding we first established the 

key decision-making areas for drivers and 

pedestrians along with the main arrival points 

into the town.
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Plan showing Points of interest

We then determined public areas, 

parks, cultural and heritage buildings 

and any other tourist destination 

points of interest.
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Future Signage

Study of the Signage locations
Finally we rationalized the wayfinding and 

signage requirements to avoid cluttering 

and duplication. We propose positions that 

are key to giving the visitor clear and non 

conflicting guidance.

Different types of signage are then 

explored.
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Studies of colour, logos & materials

Different logos were explored as they can help give the 

signage a sense of place and reinforce identity.

The palette of materials used in the public realm project on 

Main Street offer possible sources of colour to be used in 

the new wayfinding signs. 

Exisitng materials palette and colours from public realm imporvement scheme.
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Proposed types of Signage

Type 1: Monolith

Type 2: Wall Mounted

Type 3: Existing Finger Post with added town map

It is a requirement of Fáilte Ireland that we maintain the existing Heritage signs. We are respecting 

this request but sometimes relocating the signs to a more appropriate area. We are also developing 

ways of adding necessary information to some of these signs. The colours of some of these signs may 

alos change. New signage will be a more contemporary form of the existing heritage signs. There are 

also some areas where wall signage is more approptriate.

New mapping and lettering will be developed to ensure consistency and clarity of information.
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Study of information level

Primary viewing 
level

Identify Wayfinding 
level

Secondary viewing 
level

Tertiary viewing 
level

Type 1: Monolith

Type 2: Wall 
Mounted

Type 3: Existing Finger Post with added town map
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of Sign No. 5 and 6 as indicated on the submitted 

documentation. 
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Ref Number: n.1

Location: Junction Bypass Road
with Quay Road (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 1, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Sighage fixed to
Ø90 x 3140 mm new finger post
signage (see drawing 3010).

Description: Signage placed near
the bus stop, in the existing grassy
area

Ref Number: n.2

Location: Near to the Tourist
Information Office (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 1, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Sighage fixed to
Ø90 x 3140 mm new finger post
signage(see drawing 3010).

Description: Signage aligned to the
existing paving, between existing
trees.

Ref Number: n.3

Location: In the carpark, Quay
Road (see drawing 2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 1, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Sighage fixed to
Ø90 x 3140 mm new finger post
signage(see drawing 3010).

Description: Signage placed near
the steps, in the existing grassy
area

Ref Number: n.4

Location: Junction Bridge Street
and Quay Road (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 3, 1850 x 355
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed to
existing finger post (see drawing
3010).

Description: Existing finger post
relocated with the Stop signage.
Map can be added to the building
window.

Ref Number: n.5

Location: Townspark East entrance,
Quay Road side (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 3, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed to
existing finger post (see drawing
3010).

Description: Existing finger post
relocated on a new footpath in front
of the Park entrance.

Ref Number: n.6

Location: Townspark West
entrance, St.Georges's Terrace
side (see drawing 2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 3, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed to
existing finger post (see drawing
3010).

Description: Existing finger post
relocated on a new footpath in front
of the Park entrance.
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Ref Number: n.8

Location: St.Georges's Terrace, in
front of the Dock (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 3, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed to
existing finger post (see drawing
3010)

Description: Existing finger post
relocated on the existing footpath.

Ref Number: n.9

Location: Junction Main Street and
Quay Road (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 3, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed to
existing finger post (see drawing
3010)

Description: Existing finger post
relocated on the existing footpath.

Ref Number: n.7

Location: Near to th new Boardwalk
(see drawing 2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 1, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Sighage fixed to
Ø90 x 3140 mm new finger post
signage(see drawing 3010).

Description: Signage aligned to the
existing paving and benches.

Ref Number: n.10

Location: Clock Tower Plaza (see
drawing 2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 3, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed to
existing finger post (see drawing
3010)

Description: Existing finger post
relocated on the existing footpath.

Ref Number: n.11

Location: Flynn's Field access from
Main Street (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 1, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed
fixed to Ø90 mm new finger post
signage (see drawing 3010).

Description: Signage aligned to the
existing paving to protect the
footpath of the parking bay.

Ref Number: n.12

Location: Flynn's Field Carpark next
to the bus stop (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 1, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed
fixed to Ø90 x 3140 mm new finger
post signage (see drawing 3010).

Description: Signage aligned to the
existing paving.
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Ref Number: n.13

Location: Junction Main street and
St Mary's Cl (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 3, 1850 x 710
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed to
existing finger post (see drawing
3010)

Description: Existing finger post
relocated on the existing footpath.

Ref Number: n.14

Location: Junction Main street and
St Mary's Cl (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 2, 1535 x 880
x 100 mm wall mounted Signage
(see drawing 3010)

Description: Wall mounted signage
fixed to existing stone wall.

Ref Number: n.15

Location: Junction Main street and
Courtyard (see drawing 2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 3, 1850 x 710
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed to
existing finger post (see drawing
3010)

Description: Existing finger post
relocated on the existing footpath.

Ref Number: n.16

Location: Junction Main street and
Summerhill (see drawing
2003-2004)

Type: Signage Type 3, 1850 x 900
x 15 mm Monolith Signage fixed to
existing finger post (see drawing
3010)

Description: Existing finger post
relocated on the existing footpath.
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Signages 5 and 6 - Plans
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Photomontage of a typical signage installation

New path to access board walk
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The ClockTower
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Architectural Impact
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PUBLIC REALM

The public realm proposals cover an area from the Shannon bank to the entrance to the Flynn’s Field 

and Primary Care Centre lands, from where an existing, recently-completed public realm axis will nat-

urally direct visitors to the Main Street. These areas of the town are all of recent origin with an eclectic 

mix of modern buildings of varying quality. There are no protected structures or historic monument sites 

along this axis and the proposals are confined to changes to the ground plane finishes and the addition 

of signage. Along the river front a number of single-storey, shelter-type structures are being constructed 

to replace an existing bus stop. These are largely transparent and so the river and its natural backdrop 

will remain largely visible through and around them. 

The materials being proposed at ground level will be sturdy and durable, to match in scale and colour 

the finishes recently used in the Flynn’s Field area and its approaches. These will tie into the existing 

range of finishes in this part of the town. 

The proposals are of minimal impact, with most of their extent being expressed at ground level as 

changes to footpath and road surfaces. They will have little or no negative impacts on any of the sur-

rounding fabric or views either towards the river or the town centre. There will therefore be little to no 

impact on the place’s character or on its historic fabric as a result of these proposals or on the town’s 

character as a whole.

LIGHTING

The lighting proposals are intended to use three of Carrick on Shannon’s most famous heritage struc-

tures as wayfinding elements from dusk to dawn. These are the three churches within the historic town 

core; Costello chapel, St Mary’s RC church and St George’s C of I church.

Costello chapel 	

a protected structure (RPS ref #47) and registered for inclusion on the next revision of the RMP.

This site is already lit by means of a projector from the side of Flynn’s Bar. It is proposed to replace this 

with a new projector with a more precise angle of throw and a more even illumination. A new supply will 

be taken from an existing metre box on Flynn’s Bar and along the top of the existing bar front cornice 

and as far as the gable on the eastern side of the chapel entrance.

There will be no negative impacts of these proposals on the character of place or setting of the chapel 

site since the light fitting and its supply will be hidden behind the gates and railings at a low level be-

side the gable.

There will be no negative impacts of these proposals on the monument itself since the lighting and its 

supply are located and fixed separately to the chapel and boundary wall/railings.
NIAH recording
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St Mary’s RC church

a protected structure (RPS ref #49).

There is no functioning lighting of the church’s main façade at present. It is proposed to light this façade, 

facing onto Main Street, with a number of LED projectors (1mt to 2mt high adjustable SS pole with 316 

S/S Housings with adjustable baffles Housing (ref C1) Projectors) to be installed in existing location, in 

each planting bed to the side of the entrance steps. These will provide an efficient light directly onto the 

front façade  with little or no spillage. A supply will be taken from the rear of the site and will run in a 

metal conduit along the eastern boundary wall (mainly behind existing vegetation cover) as far as the 

planting bed on the eastern side. It will run through the bed via a conduit to the base of the first pole 

and then across the landing and steps via an existing concrete/mortar strip which is continuous from 

one side of the steps to the other. In this way, no removal and relaying of historic paving is required. 

The existing lighting poles for the steps and landing areas are black as is the existing CCTV pole. It is 

proposed to use black poles and fittings for the new façade lighting points.

There will be little impact on the site’s character of place or setting since the addition of the two new 

poles will be discrete in terms of height and colour presence and should largely go unnoticed, particu-

larly within the mix of shrubs and low trees within the planting beds.

There will be little or no visual impact on the historic fabric, of either the church itself or the limestone 

and sandstone flags since the conduit will not be visible. The boundary wall to the north eastern side will 

sundergo some impacts from the fixings required to attach the conduit to it. However this is preferable to 

running the conduit underground in this area because of the presence of historic paving material which 

would have to be lifted.

The effect on the urban setting of lighting such a prominent feature on the town’s Main Street should 

be a positive one, making the building’s character present even at night time. The lighting will have 

relatively low lux levels so that the building’s night time presence will not compete with its daytime one, 

and the colours will be more muted, with greater emphasis on the textures of the masonry, providing 

another aspect to this structure’s character.
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St George’s (former) C of I church/Heritage Centre

a protected structure (RPS ref #50) and registered for inclusion on the next revision of the RMP.

The existing lighting of the facades and tower/spire is being upgraded by simply replacing the current 

fittings at their existing locations and redirecting the light more accurately, using more energy-efficient 

fittings. The same supply routes and ducting as those for the current lighting will be used.

Due to the fact that there will be no new work involved apart from rewiring through existing ducts 

and replacing existing fittings, there will be no negative impacts on the place’s character and setting 

and no impacts on historic fabric, including no requirements for any digging or trenching within the 

graveyard.

WAYFINDING

The wayfinding proposals consist of the maintenance of existing signage points, the relocation of 

others and the addition of new ones throughout the town, in all cases replacing like with like in terms 

of scale and extent apart from a change of materials and colour. 

There are 16 signage points being proposed of which 6 are additional (see drawing locations and 

3-Ds). In some cases the signage will be in proximity to protected structures and settings.

The signage details, generally consisting of a pole supporting an information panel and finger signs, 

will generate an air of well-designed consistency, thus helping to strengthen the urban character of 

the town centre while reducing visual inconsistency and clutter.

While the signage is designed to be visible it is relatively discreet and can sit comfortably against 

a variety of backdrops as the images show: These include relatively open areas with signage in the 

centre (images 2, 6, 7, 12); urban frontage backdrops (images 4, 9, 11, 16); protected structures and 

formal settings (images 5, 8, 10, 14). The signage will always be read as an independent addition 

to the scene or setting and will not have any physical contact with the place other than its direct con-

nection to the ground. The signage is never placed to obstruct or diminish a view towards a vista or 

monument. 

On the evidence of the images provided, and given that some form of signage is an essential part 

of most streetscapes and therefore familiar to the urban setting, these proposals will not impact neg-

atively on either the character or setting of the place or the individual heritage structures it contains.
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