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Leitrim Library Service – Local Studies Library
 Collection Development Policy

Leitrim Library Service Local Studies Collection holds a strong and unique selection of material with an extensive range of publications relating to county Leitrim. There is an extensive local author collection as well as collections of journals, maps, photographs and newspapers.  There are also some primary and unique materials in the collection such as Leitrim County Council Minute Books, Registers of Electors and Parish Registers. There is a Local Studies Database which is an index to all local studies material held in Leitrim County Library.
This policy document addresses the need to ensure that Local Studies, as part of the Library Service, collects and makes available to library users, material relating to the history and development of county Leitrim. In addition to this historical and developmental emphasis, material relating to economic, social and demographic aspects is also included. 

To aim is to collect, maintain, preserve and make available material and online resources pertaining to the history and heritage of County Leitrim and to encourage greater public and community awareness and understanding of the county’s rich culture and traditions.
Every acquisition to the Local Studies Collection poses a storage and preservation issue. Certain items may also be in need of conservation. In making any acquisition decision, account is taken of the associated access, storage, and preservation and conservation challenges and costs. 
The following factors are also noted: 
1. Local Studies stock in branch libraries is assessed and appropriate manner of maintenance is established. 
2. Local Studies material is stored in archival boxes, envelopes and pockets where feasible
3. Copies of photographs are made available to users, rather than the original items. 
4. Digital copies of material are made available to users where practical. 

Information regarding the Local Studies Library is available at:
https://www.leitrim.ie/council/services/libraries/local-studies/
The Local Studies Library is located in Ballinamore Branch Library and operates an appointment system.  Anyone interested in seeking access to Local Studies Collection material is asked to make prior contact, so a mutually agreeable date and time can be arranged. It may not be possible to immediately facilitate requests for material or offer research advice. 
Those seeking access to the collection are requested to provide details of specific queries in advance of a visit where possible, by sending an email to the dedicated account localstudies@leitrimcoco.ie or by phoning 071 9645567.

The following formats are included in the collection:

Books 
Serials 
Local Newspapers 
Directories 
Journals 
Ephemera 
Pamphlets 
Programmes 
Catalogues 
Leaflets 
Posters 
Physical format electronic resources 
CD-ROMs 
Spoken and music CDs 
DVDs 
Manuscripts 
Donated archives 
Business, professional, political and estate papers
Visual materials 
Photographs 
Prints 
Maps 
Exhibitions 
Microfilm 
Microfiche 
Software 


General Selection Criteria
Any or all the following criteria will be applied by library staff to all items selected for purchase or offered for donation: 

· Professional awareness and judgement 
· Reputation, authority and competence of author and/or publisher 
· Literary merit 
· Accuracy, clarity of information and/or presentation 
· Published reviews, trade literature and attention of critics 
· Value for money 
· Suitability and durability for library use 
· Adding value to specialist collections appropriate to the Local Studies collection 

When selecting material for the Local Studies Collection, special consideration is given to the following: 
· Material relating to County Leitrim which is created or published locally or created or published outside the locality but with local relevance. 
· Material relating to Ireland, where it sheds light on aspects of the history and development of County Leitrim.
· Material which documents the experience of local residents
· Material which is of a rarity and significance that it is considered of local importance. 
· Material which meets subject of interest criteria: 
(a) Related to places, personalities, individuals, groups, organisations, events, activities, experiences or themes of significant local relevance 
(b) Documents significant aspects of the history, social or cultural life of the local community. 
(c) Items such as parish and school histories, sports club publications and the publications of a wide variety of local organisations
· Material produced by Leitrim County Council
· Material relating to family history and genealogy. 
Promotion of the Local Studies collection is a priority for the library service.  The Local Studies Librarian participates in and supports national initiatives, such as Heritage Week and Culture Night as well as developing and maintaining strong links with primary and second level schools and local historical societies and heritage groups across the county.
The Local Studies Librarian takes every opportunity to ensure a full calendar of events is programmed annually, promoting highlights from the collection and commemorating relevant dates and anniversaries with talks and presentations.
The Local Studies Librarian works to produce numerous bibliographic tools and aids to highlight particular areas within the Local Studies Collection. 

Examples include: 

· Index to journal, newspaper and book chapters of local interest. 



In promoting the Local Studies Collection, the Local Studies Librarian has responsibility for the collection and cataloguing of Local Studies material and its wider promotion and discoverability. 
As part of the library’s digitization programme, a number of local publications have been digitized and uploaded to https://leitrimdoc.ie/.  These include a number of parish histories, Leitrim County Council Minute Books, Leitrim Advertiser Newspaper 1900-1924 and 30 years of The Leitrim Guardian Journal covering the years 1969-1999. An online archive of traditional music and song in County Leitrim - ‘Rakes of Music’ is also accessible through the website. 

This policy will support library staff in providing professional awareness and judgement in the selection, acquisition, preservation, housing and subsequent de-selection of library material in all formats. The policy will be evaluated and revised as necessary in order to implement future changes to the collection.
This policy should be read in conjunction with the general Collection Development Policy for the library service, particularly in relation to the digitization of material and the donation of material to the collection.
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