
Public Consultation No. 2 
Information Brochure

Leitrim Village Flood Relief 
Scheme

February 2025



Background
Leitrim County Council in partnership with the Office of Public Works [funding authority] are progressing the Leitrim

Village Flood Relief Scheme (FRS). Leitrim Village has a history of flooding from the River Shannon, the Ballinamore

to Ballyconnel Canal and their tributaries. Major flood events in November 2009, the Winter of 2015 and, to a lesser

extent, Spring 2020 have presented the most severe flooding in living memory in the area. Ryan Hanley were

subsequently appointed by Leitrim County Council in January 2021 as engineering and environmental consultants to

develop a FRS for Leitrim Village.

An initial Public Consultation Event was held May 2021 where the project team introduced the project, sought initial

views on the key issues which the study should address, and gathered local knowledge and information on flooding

in the Study Area. Since the initial Public Consultation Event, the project team have substantially completed the

options assessment and have identified a Proposed Scheme for Leitrim Village. Measures are proposed which will

address flooding from the River Shannon and the Ballinamore to Ballyconnel Canal. The purpose of Public

Consultation Day (PCD) No. 2 is to present the Proposed Scheme and to gather any feedback from the public prior to

finalising the scheme.

To date, work has been completed on the flood relief scheme including:

- Identification of the Study Area

- Extensive Data Collection

- Constraints Study

- Public Consultation

- 2020 Post Flood Survey

Progress to date

Flood Risk

- Topographical Surveys

- Geotechnical Investigation

- Environmental Surveys

- Stakeholder Consultation

- Hydrological Analysis

- Hydraulic Modelling

- Options Identification

- Options Development

Since the initial Public Consultation Event, the project team have completed a large body of work to determine the

baseline conditions and flood risk in Leitrim Village and environs and have analysed all options available towards

managing this flood risk. Following this the project team have analysed and compared the options available giving

consideration to the technical, social, environmental and economic criteria towards identifying the proposed scheme.

Further detail of the Proposed Scheme is provided within this brochure.
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The Proposed Scheme for Leitrim Village FRS includes a combination of raised defence measures. The primary solution for

the town is containment (defences). Alternative options were considered during the options assessment process including

flow diversion, river deepening and large-scale storage. Substantial effort was invested in the consideration of those

alternative options in conjunction with the Carrick on Shannon FRS project, however these were ultimately ruled out as

solutions for Carrick on Shannon FRS due to the transfer of flood risk elsewhere and environmental constraints across the

catchment. The same reasons ruling out these alternative options are directly applicable to the Leitrim Village FRS. The

proposed scheme, the defended scheme, is detailed below.

Flood risk must be managed from one main source, namely from the River Shannon. The Ballinamore to Ballyconnel Canal

and other local tributaries are significantly backwatered from the River Shannon. The flood risk is managed across four

separate Flood Cells on the banks of the River Shannon and Ballinamore to Ballyconnel Canal. These cells are defended

using raised defences and associated pumping stations. Raised defences consist of embankments, walls, demountable

elements and public realm enhancement elements.
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Public Realm Enhancement

The Leitrim Village FRS proposed scheme involves raised defences across public and private areas in Leitrim Village,

thereby presenting opportunities for investment in the public amenity in Leitrim Village. Landscape Architects from

Cunnane Stratton Reynolds (CSR) have been commissioned to provide input to the public realm enhancement and

integration works at three key locations, namely the Bridge Park, Marina Hotel and Leitrim Quay areas.

The design shown below illustrates how the requirement for raised defences can be achieved in Bridge Park area by

incorporating them into Public Realm Enhancements for this central public amenity. In the design presented below, the

raised defence level is achieved by landscaping and integration of flood walls into the Bridge Park with a walkway

through the park and facilitating a potential future Blueway route through the park.

Where: Leitrim Community Centre, Leitrim Village

When: Wednesday 19th February 2025 from 16:00 – 20:00 hrs

The project team wants to hear your views on the Proposed Scheme for Leitrim Village. Please let your views be known

either at the Public Consultation Day or by writing to the address below, giving your comments. A questionnaire can also

be found on the project website. The questionnaires can be returned using the drop box provided at the PCD or emailed

to leitrimvillagefrs@ryanhanley.ie. Please return your information and questionnaires by Friday 14th March 2025.

The Public Consultation Event No.2

Further Information
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Your opinion is greatly appreciated and will be given full

consideration by the project team. The comments and

views received will be analysed and included in a review of

the Proposed Scheme.
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Address: Ryan Hanley Ltd, 1 Galway Business Park, Dangan, Galway, H91 A3EF.

Email: leitrimvillagefrs@ryanhanley.ie Phone: 091 587116 

Website: www.leitrim.ie/council/services/flood-management/leitrim-village-flood-relief-scheme

All queries, questionnaires and comments in relation to this project can be addressed to:


