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Budget 2022 Financial Context
The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage has determined the period from 1st

November 2021 to 30th November 2021 as the prescribed period for Local Authorities to hold the 2022
Budget Meeting as per Circular Fin 16/2021. The Statutory Budget Meeting will be held on Monday 8th

November 2021.

Leitrim County Council was advised of a provisional Local Property Tax .
At the July Council meeting, the Members retained the same rate of LPT for 2022, which resulted in a 

83,968 notified under Circular Fin 18/2021.

The 2022 Budget continues the application of a vacancy write off scheme, whereby Leitrim County 
Council will grant a maximum write off equivalent to 75% of commercial rates invoiced during 2022.

-2024 sets out the vision and operational framework for Leitrim 
County Council for the five-year period and together with the Capital Investment Programme 2021 
26, provides the platform for the continued and progressive development of the County for the year 
ahead. Budget 2022 will support delivery of outcomes under the four Corporate Plan themes of 
Delivering for our People, Delivering for our Places, Delivering for our Economy and Delivering for our 
Organisation while maintaining a focus on the priorities and Strategic Objectives identified for action 
within each theme:

Delivering for our People Delivering for our Places Delivering for our Economy

Services TourismHeritage & Culture

Our   
Organisation

Enhance Local 
Democracy

Build Capacity Provide Assurance Evolve our Culture

Communities Environment & Climate Enterprise

Towns & VillagesHomes Infrastructure
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2021 Review 
 
Housing and Building 

 Casual Vacancies (including Voids): Leitrim County Council continued to invest in the social housing 
stock completing over 41 (to date) refurbishments of vacant units. This included bringing back into 
use void units based on funding from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
 

 Planned Maintenance Programme: 
roofing repair contracts were completed at Manorhamilton, Carrick on Shannon and Drumshanbo.
  

 Grant Approvals: In 2021, works have been substantially completed on the following grant 
approvals: 

o 29 Disabled Persons Grant applications 
o 20 Housing Adaptation Grants for People with a Disability 
o 48 Housing Aid Grants for Older People  
o 24 Mobility Aid Grants  

 

Housing Capital Section: 

The Housing Capital Section will exceed the overall targets set by the DHLGH for Leitrim by 15 units or 
10% under the Rebuilding Ireland Strategy (2018-2021) by the end of 2021. 

 
o Acquisitions: Leitrim County Council purchased thirteen houses in 2021 under the housing 

acquisition programme all of which will be upgraded to ensure high levels of energy 
efficiency and comfort for the Local Authority tenants while helping Leitrim County Council
to meet its climate action targets. 

o Direct Build Programme: The delivery of 27 no. social houses at Pairceanna na Bhaile,
Townparks, Carrick on Shannon was completed during 2021.  Direct build projects capable 
of delivering 19 housing units in Carrick on Shannon and Manorhamilton also advanced to 
construction stage during 2021. In addition, 40 no. social housing units, located throughout 
County Leitrim are currently within the Department four stage approval process. 

o Turnkey Construction: The Housing Capital Section delivered 19 no. Social Housing Units 
through Turnkey Construction projects in the villages of Ballinamore, Manorhamilton,
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Carrigallen, Mohill, Drumkeeran and Newtowngore. The ongoing Expression of Interest 
process also identified several future Turnkey projects for 2022 onward. 

o Leasing: A total of 7 additional units were secured in 2021 on a Long-Term basis through 
Long Term Leasing (LTL) and the Mortgage to Rent (MTR) mechanisms. 

o Partnership with Approved Housing Bodies (AHB): The Housing Forum, together with the 
key Approved Housing Bodies continued to meet in 2021. The Housing Capital section 

ts for 
County Leitrim under Housing For All. 

o Vacant Homes: The Vacant Homes Officer continued to identify and engage with the 
owners of specific properties that have potential to be brought back into productive use 
and Housing Capital is progressing the replacement of two semi derelict properties with the 
delivery of four 1 bedroom apartments units in Manorhamilton through the Buy and Renew 
Construction Scheme. 

 
 
Roads, Transportation and Safety 
The 2021 Roads Program was agreed by the Municipal Districts and rolled out. In addition, funding was 
also received for Local Improvement Schemes (LIS), Community Involvement Schemes (CIS) and Active 
Travel Program (with funding from the National Transport Authority and under the Climate Change 
Adaptation Program). In addition to the works outlined in the Roadworks Program, the following are 
the main details that should be noted: 

 
 N4 Carrick on Shannon to Dromod Project 

The Carrick  Dromod Project is progressing as follows:  

 Ground Investigations Contract  This contract is complete and ground water continues 
to be monitored at some locations and this will be ongoing for the next year.  

 Public Consultation No. 2  There was a very high level of public engagement with over 
2,300 submissions received and over 200 virtual meetings took place. All submissions 
have been referred to the consultants and are being analysed at present. 

 Emerging Preferred Transportation Solution  It is anticipated that the Emerging 
Preferred Transportation Solution will go to the TII for a Peer Review in January 2022. 
 

 N16 Drumamahon 
The main construction phase of this scheme has commenced recently. 

 
 Pavement Overlays: 

The following works have been carried out on the national Road network during the year: 
 N15 Pavement Overlay  Redbrae to Sligo County Boundary  completed. 
 N16 Pavement Overlay - Glencar to the County Boundary  Successful tenderer has 

been approved by TII with a view to commence works on site in November 2021. 
 

 Safety Works: 
The following safety works are being undertaken on the National network 
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 N16 Glencar VRS Provision. The replacement of 834m of existing barriers and 1,145m 
of new VRS along the N16 at Glencar has now been approved by the TII.  It is anticipated 
that these works will commence before year end. 

 N4 Jamestown VRS Provision: Complete Highway Care have been appointed and work 
has commenced. 

 Safety Improvement Works: Works at various locations have been carried under the 
HD15 and HD17 safety programs on our National Roads 
 

 Annual Roads Programme 
Allowing for the impact of the non-essential works closure in the early months of 2021 due to the 
pandemic, exceptional progress is being achieved on the delivery of the Councils full roads 
programme for 2021. 
 

 Multi Annual Roads Programme 
The next three-year multi annual roads programme for 2022 to 2025 has been developed and 
approved by the Municipal Districts for submission to the Department in October. 
 

 Active Travel 
The first National Transport Authority Active Travel Programme for the County was developed and 
approved in 2021 with the first projects under the programme currently being implemented.  
 

 
Water Services 
Leitrim County Council continued to work with Irish Water within the existing Service Level Agreement 
framework during 2021. The following schemes were progressed: 

 2074m of pipeline on the R209 Keshcarrignan to Castlefore. 
 1400m of pipeline on the R202 at Gortfadda to Cornagresha South. 
 600m of pipeline on the R209 at Drumlitten. 
 400m of pipeline at Newtownmanor, Dromahaire. 
 200m of pipeline at Hilly Road in Drumshanbo. 

 

 Water Treatment Programme North-West 2021  2022. Provision of increased treatment 
capacity at Carrick WTP along with the provision of upgraded plant and process equipment.  

 Irish Water National Disinfection Programme. Design and build upgrade works to improve the 
disinfection process at Carrick on Shannon and Glenade Water Treatment Plants with both 
projects to be complete in Q4 2021.  

 Capital Upgrades Programme: Upgrade works to 4 No. Wastewater Treatment Plants at 
Drumshanbo, Leitrim Village, Carrigallen and Ballinamore are expected to be complete during 
Q3/Q4 2021.  

 Tullaghan WWTP: A new pump station was constructed and commissioned in Tullaghan and is 
100% complete. 

 IWSS (Inlet Works, Storm & Sludge) Programme: Construction work ongoing at Ballinamore 
wastewater treatment plant Inlet works and Sludge management processes. 
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 Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme (STVGP): 
upgrade works to improve the treatment capacity at 4 wastewater treatment plants. (Mohill, 
Carrigallen, Dromod & Leitrim Village). Design work has commenced for Carrigallen. 

 Upgrade of Drumshanbo Wastewater Treatment Plant  Outfall Pumping Station - This 
project was included in Irish Waters Capital investment Plan for 2017-2021 and is bundled with 

s in County Cavan.  These works are to be delivered in the period of the Capital 
Investment Programme 2021  2025. 

 Carrick on Shannon Water Treatment Plant  Future planning. Irish Water has identified 
s Plan will consider provision for future 

demand.  

 

Rural Water Programme 

 Transition of Group Water Schemes to Irish Water - Measure 5 - Multi Annual Programme 2019-
2021. Irish Water have confirmed that they are currently processing the following group water 
schemes for taking in charge by the end of 2021.  Corduff and Esker have been taken in charge 

o Annaghearly GWS 
o Corraterriff GWS 
o Corduff GWS 
o Esker GWS 
o Bunnybeg GWS 

 

 
Forward Planning and Development Management 

 Work continued during 2021 on the preparation a new draft County Development Plan for the 
period 2022-2028. The preliminary draft Plan will be presented to the Elected Members in 
November and will be placed on public display towards the end of January 2022.   

 In 2021 to date, the Planning Department has received 63 no. formal requests for pre planning 
advice, similar to the number of such enquires received in 2020. Arising from public health 
measures, most of this advice has been provided in written form with virtual meetings facilitated 
for many projects.  

 In 2021 to date, Leitrim County Council has received 193 no. valid planning applications of which 
26 no. were for commercial development proposals. This represented a doubling of the number of 
commercial applications received in comparison to 2020. Planning permission was granted with 
respect to 163 no. applications received, with permission refused in the case of 9 no. applications. 
Of interest in the developments permitted include a 26 no. holiday home development near Leitrim 
Village and a biomass renewable energy processing plant in Kiltoghert.  An additional 4 no. turbines 
were also permitted to Tullynamoyle wind farm near Killarga.  

 There is a growing trend over the past 2 years of an increase in the number of appeals to An Bord 
Pleanála with 12 no. decisions having been appealed to the Board to date this year, only 3 of which 
were decisions to refuse planning permission by Leitrim County Council.  

 The Planning Department have completed 6 no. Part 8 Public Consultations over the course of 2021 
to date with the Bord Fáilte Destination Towns project in Carrick on Shannon having been approved 
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at the October Carrick on Shannon Municipal District meeting. There is a further project currently 
at public consultation stage (Acres Lake, Drumshanbo).   

 Work continues to realise actions contained in the County Leitrim Heritage Plan 2020-2025. The 
Heritage Officer was approved funding for 3 projects through the Heritage Council funding 
programme  The Leitrim Sweathouse Project, to prepare a Feasibility Study for the Sheemore 
Heritage Trail project and the Geological Heritage publication. The Heritage Officer was also 
approved for funding under the National Biodiversity Action Plan for two projects  undertaking 
the Leitrim Wetland Survey Phase II and the Swift Action project. The Heritage Officer was also 
approved funding through the Creative Ireland Programme for The Leitrim Chair project. Successful 
applications were also assisted through the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and the Historic 
Structures Fund. The Council collaborated with the Leitrim Development Company in the 
preparation of the County Biodiversity Action Plan 2021-2025. 

 
 
Tourism 
Leitrim County Council continued to invest in the promotion of County Leitrim as a tourism destination 
during 2021, in collaboration with key partners such as Waterways Ireland, Failte Ireland, and Inland 
Fisheries Ireland.  

Leitrim County Council coordinated a Leitrim Tourism marketing campaign in collaboration with the 
tourism trade and supported by the Leader programme, to enhance economic recovery from the Covid 
19 pandemic  

The following initiatives were also implemented to maximise grant aid and promote the County:  

 Collaboration with the Tourism Trade to promote County Leitrim as a Staycation location of choice 
in 2021. 

 Participation in the Destination Recovery Taskforce within Irelands Hidden Heartlands 
 Delivery of an extensive marketing campaign to promote Leitrim to the domestic market which 

included radio, social media, digital marketing, media trips, video on demand and cinema 
advertising.  

 In 2021 the Council updated the Leitrim image and video libraries. 
 Supported the operation of the Carrick on Shannon Tourist Office in conjunction with Failte Ireland.
 Supported the information units at Knock Airport, Glencar and Ballinamore. 
 In 2021 the Council continued to update and promote Leitrim Tourism through ongoing website 

development - enjoyleitrim.com 
 Leitrim County Council worked with Peninsula TV to create a travel programme highlighting the 

tourism offering for the county which will be aired in the USA.  
 In 2021, Leitrim County Council supported priority investment areas in tourism based upon an open 

call for projects under the General Municipal Allocation. 
 Leitrim County Council continued to support the development of the Hidden Heartlands brand 

proposition, which overlaps in a collaborative manner with the Wild Atlantic brand proposition. 

 Slow Adventure: 
Hidden Heartlands web improvement plan. Leitrim County Council continued engagement with the 
European Travel Commission on the ongoing joint campaign on Slow Adventure.    
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 Support: The Council issued weekly newsletters to all of the trade/tourism providers in the county 
where they are being kept up to date on tourism matters both county wide and nationally.  We are 
also providing weekly updates on COVID 19 supports available in the tourism industry.   

 
Economic Development 
 Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)  

o LECP: The Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) and relevant SPC have 
continued the work of implementation during 2021.   

o SICAP: Year six of the Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme (SICAP) through 
the LCDCs was completed. The annual action plan for 2022 will be considered by the LCDC 
in December 2021.  

o LEADER: The transitional LEADER Programme continued during 2021, supported by Leitrim 
Development Company as implementing partner and Leitrim County Council as financial 
partner. 

 

 Funding Programmes 
o Rural Regeneration and Development Fund: The Council have been notified of successful 

applications to the fund in 2021, which will enable a complete public realm improvement 
scheme for Mohill Town Centre along with the development of a new Library and Blended 
Working facilities in Dromahaire. 

o Other Schemes: The Council, working collaboratively with community organisations,
submitted a range of substantial applications to the Town and Village Scheme, Outdoor 
Recreational Infrastructural Scheme and Clar. The Council has been very satisfied with its 
success rate on the latter, while the outcome of most of the measures in the other two 
schemes have not been announced by the Minister yet.  

o Streetscape Improvement Scheme; The Council succeeded in securing Department 
approval for the involvement of 7 towns and villages in this new scheme which provided 
funding for painting, decluttering and shop front enhancements of buildings in the core of 
these towns and villages.  There was an exceptional response to the scheme in Leitrim and 

the level of eligible applications received.  

 

 In 2021 the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) were engaged in the following initiatives: 

o Supporting the Micro Enterprise Sector  In 2021 the LEO supported the Micro Enterprise 
sector with grant supports, training and mentoring  with a focus on digital technologies.    

o Covid supports included Trading Online Vouchers as well as specific online training courses 
to market your business during Covid. 

o Brexit supports including Brexit mentoring, Customs workshops and Border Regional 
Stimulus Package series of 5 programmes ( Superior Retailing, Green for Micro, North West 
Exporting, North West Innovation and Financial Capability Programmes).  

o LEO assisted business with applications to Micro Finance Ireland.  

o Enterprise Education - The Student Enterprise Awards were delivered during 2021 at both 
national and secondary school level, with Leitrim students receiving three prizes at the 
National final.  
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o Enterprise Promotion - LEO delivered a successful weeklong programme of events during 
National Enterprise Week in March. 

o LEO supported the Leitrim Business Network in the delivery of four networking events. 
 

 Knock Airport: Leitrim County Council continued to support Ireland West Airport in 2021 by 
supporting the sectoral stake in the Airport.  

 Digital Strategy: A multi hubs grant has 
  Four 

anticipated that same will be drawn down by year end.  

 Atlantic Economic Corridor: Leitrim County Council is part of a government initiative aimed at 
development of the western portion of the country.  

 Regional Enterprise Plan 2022 - 24  North West: The development of this plan was progressed 
with the relevant partners. The Plan will be approved and published before year end. 

 USEFE : 2021 is the 7th year of the USEFE jointly funded programme between Bord Na Mona, ESB 
and the counties of Leitrim, Cavan and Longford. The 2021 work programme continued to focus on 
Tourism, Renewable Energy and Digital Strategies. A medium term priority Action Plan has been 
agreed by the partners. 

 

Capital Projects Office 
Leitrim County Council established the Capital Projects Office to deliver elements of the Capital 
Investment Programme 2021  2026. In 2021 the Capital Office continued project delivery in the 
following areas: 

 Carrick on Shannon Flood Relief Scheme: Design works are ongoing. Data collection, ground 
investigation, topographical surveys and CCTV surveys are complete.  A Collaborative Workshop 
was held in March 2021 with all regulatory bodies and local groups to discuss the project. The 
Design Team are currently working on the hydrology and hydraulic modelling of the scheme in co-
operation with the ESB and Waterways Ireland to decide on floods levels to provide defences 
against. 

 Leitrim Village Flood Relief Scheme: Ryan Hanley Consulting Engineers have been appointed as 
design consultant on the project. The 1st Public Consultation took place in May with properties 
receiving information about the scheme by way of cover letter, information brochure, 
questionnaire, ads and posters.  Topographical surveys, ground investigations and environmental 
surveys are ongoing. 

 Mohill Flood Relief Scheme: The OPW are currently updating flood maps for Mohill, which will 
enable a decision on the location of defences. 

 Carrick on Shannon Public Regeneration Scheme:  

o Reconstruction of Footpaths/Roads -  
Works ongoing. 

o  Works complete 

o Construction of Boardwalk along river edge  Works complete 

o Lighting of N4 Bridge and Boardwalk at Linear Park  At tender stage 
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 Manorhamilton Public Realm Scheme: Contractor expected to commence before the end of the 
year.  

 The Junction Project Ballinamore: Contractor expected to commence before the end of the year. 

 SLNCR Greenway  Sligo to Enniskillen: Design Consultant appointment to commence the 
preparation of the Strategic Assessment Report for the project is expected shortly so that works 
can commence on the preliminary design stage following approval of the SAR.  

 Cavan Leitrim Greenway  Ballinamore to Corgar: Construction complete on the project. Further 
access footpath at the start of the project to be completed by year end. 

 Cavan Leitrim Greenway  Corgar to Aghawillin: Part 8 planning approval received for this 2.9km 
section of the greenway. Funding application made under the OPRIS funding scheme. Land 
agreements signed for all landowners on the section to Drumcullion.  

 Carrick on Shannon Destination Towns: Part 8 planning approval received for the project. Tenders 
for the construction project to be advertised by year end.  

 Leitrim Way Trail: Pedestrian bridge completed for section over Yellow River. Further works 
required in this area due to extreme rainfall events during the year. The Leitrim Way Trail from
Leitrim Village to Dowra and on to Manorhamilton is now an approved trail by Sports Ireland. 

 Carrick on Shannon to Battlebridge Blueway: 
for the project. Route options advertised in October.  

 Hartley Bridge: Planning application for new bridge submitted to Bord Pleanála in October.  
 Mohill Public Realm Scheme: 

design consultant advertised and it is expected to appoint design consultant before year end.  
 UFHD: Works completed on 3 estates, works ongoing on 3 estates and contractor to be appointed 

shortly for works to be completed on 4 estates. 
 OPW Minor Flood Schemes: Works completed on flood scheme on the Glenaniff River at Rossinver.

Tobin Consulting Engineers appointed to carry out flood assessment of Dromahaire area.
Applications made to OPW for minor flood schemes at Ballinaglera (3No) and Gowel 

 Acres Lake Facility Centre: Part 8 planning approval advertised recently for this facility and new 
car park at Acres Lake. 

 Lough Bran: Works on new fishing stands and road improvement works recently commenced 
 Sheemore Hill: Part 8 planning approval advertised recently for new walk and new car park at 

Sheemore Hill. 
 Rossinver Recreation Trail: Contractor expected to commence work on this trail shortly.  

 
Environmental Services 

 Leitrim Sustainable Agriculture Group: Leitrim Sustainable Agriculture Group has been set up 
under the Environment, Climate Action and Agriculture SPC. The aim of the group is to promote 
sustainable environmentally friendly farming practices in Leitrim leading to reduced carbon output, 
higher carbon sequestration, enhanced biodiversity, improved water quality and greater 
sustainability for the agricultural sector in County Leitrim. The group is made up of farmer 
exemplars who will demonstrate and champion sustainable environmentally friendly farming 
practices. 

 RMCEI Plan: The Environment Department submitted the 2020 RMCEI Report together with the 
2021 RMCEI Planned Target Environmental inspections to the EPA in February 2021. The 2021 
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RMCEI programme has progressed subject to Covid 19 restrictions and the sampling and inspection 
programmes, particularly relating to rivers and lakes is progressing well. 

 National Inspection Program (DWWTS): Leitrim County Council have completed 25 no NIP DWWTS 
inspections to date. 
relevant homeowners are ongoing. 

 In 2021, the Connacht Ulster Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authority (WERLA) delivered 
priority actions in line with Government policy surrounding waste enforcement. 

 In 2021, Leitrim County Council worked in collaboration with LAWCO on River Basin Management 
Planning with ongoing public engagement and participation in the making and application of the 
River Basin Management Plans and Programme of Measures.  

 
Fire Service 

 The design stage for the development of a new fire station in Manorhamilton has progressed 
during 2021. The Part 8 Planning Process will commence before the end of 2021.  

 The Cross Border Operational Plan 2021  2024 was finalised.  
 The Erasmus+ project for the development of a fire safety education programme for second level 

schools in Europe continued and now approaches conclusion in late 2021.  
 Major Emergency Management  Covid 19: Protocols and procedures have continued to be 

implemented by HQ staff and crews in stations in relation to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 
Civil Defence 

 Leitrim Civil Defence have supported Community Forum initiatives during 2021, particularly 
relating to Covid 19. 

 Leitrim Civil Defence participated in a number of search and recovery activities during 2021, in
collaboration with other state agencies. 

 Leitrim Civil Defence continued to support the Environmental Section in lake water sampling in 
conjunction with the EPA. 

 
Arts 
Despite the continuing challenges facing the arts sector in 2021, the year saw an upsurge in 
participation across a range of programmes:   

 Through Creative Ireland, Leitrim County Council worked with 32 different communities and artists 
to develop projects providing people of all ages and backgrounds with opportunities to explore 
their own creativity.  

 With the support of Creative Ireland, Leitrim County Council managed an internship programme 
where arts centres and other organisations with the capacity to provide good learning 
environments employed interns interested in a career in the creative sector. 

 As part of the Spark programme Amanda Jane Graham continued to work with Image Skillnet while 
artists Sandra Corrigan Breathnach, Jacqueline Glynn and Mary Reynolds started working with the 
Bee Park Community Centre, Rainbow Candles and the Ballroom of Romance respectively. 

 The number of events for Culture Night exceeded pre-pandemic levels in 2021, with many bringing 
fresh thinking to how to reconnect with audiences. Public events included Leitrim Cycling Festival 
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who hosted Paddy Bloomer's Bandstand while the Cornmill Theatre used Culture Night as an 
opportunity for an innovative strategic development kickstarting a playwright support project. 

 The 2021 Iron Mountain festival continued the theme of borders with Afghan-Canadian 
writer/film-maker Nelofer Pazira Fisk, American Dirt author Jeanine Cummins as well as Stephen 
Rea, Kerri Ní Dochartaigh and Eoin McNamee. 

 One of the largest programmes to be undertaken this year was the Leitrim Live Performance 
Programme working with festivals, venues and organisations across the country to provide both 
artists and audiences the opportunity to return to live performance. 

 Creative Frame, the arts office professional development programme continued entirely online in 
2021, supporting artists to manage through the evolving situation hosting training events, artists 
meet-ups and virtual studio. Working with Cork City Council we published 
www.socialpracticetoolkit.com to support artists to develop the skills to work with communities 
and provided a masterclass programme and a series of film to be launched shortly 

 

Library  
Library services remained under Level 5 Restrictions for the first 5 months of 2021. In May, lending 
services were re-
services were offered.  2021 saw more than a three-fold increase in the number of e-books issued and 
the number of people using the Borrow Box service rose to just over 1,000 registered members.   

 Keep Well Campaign.  Among 

Young Writers Project, Dance Sessions and a series of 4 sketches.  
 Work commenced on the rollout of the -  collaborative project with Roscommon and 

Sligo Library Services.  

 February 2021 saw the library service heavily involved in the roll out of the Ireland Reads campaign.  
 Funding in the amount of  was approved by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, 

Gaeltacht, Sport and Media for the delivery of Leitrim County Decade of Centenary 
Programme in 2021.  

 Funding in the amount of   was approved under Dormant Accounts Funding from the 
Department of Rural and Community Development for the purchase of TTRS Licences and 
Additional Sensory Equipment for the branch libraries. 

 The Age Friendly Digital Skills Ambassador Programme was rolled out by library staff.  
  events took place over Zoom which involved 

-Being during Times 
 series of talks on topics supporting parents of young children.   

 Two webinars were delivered as part of The Work Matters at Your Library Programme which 
focused on Job hunting, Interview Skills and Techniques with the second session focussing on 

 
 Development of additional Library Social Media Platforms including Instagram and a Library You 

Tube Channel. 
 The Grow it Forward campaign, a partnership between Healthy Ireland, Libraries Ireland and Grow 

it Yourself was launched in March.    
 The Right to Read initiative saw all elements of the programme delivered virtually.  
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 Notification of RRDF funding for a new library development in Dromahair was announced in the 
sum of as part of a Dromahair Regeneration Project 

 As part of the 2021 Bealtaine Programme, the Age & Opportunity Arts initiative, library staff 
organised a daily online series of readings entitled .    

 The Local Studies Librarian was involved in a number of initiatives such as the 
project which explored the stories and sounds of everyday life on both sides of the border 

 Carrick-on-Shannon Library was involved in the Poetry Town Initiative in September which 
encouraged people to explore poetry in new and exciting ways and a number of events were 
organized for Heritage Week and Culture Night. 

 
Community Development 
 The Healthy Ireland Round 3 programme will be completed in December 2021. The total funding 

.  
 The Peace and Reconciliation Programme   The 

three Shared Space capital projects are complete with the Sextons House in Manorhamilton and 

at Mohill Library will open in line with library reopening guidelines.    
 The COVID 19 Community Helpline and Community Forum were established in March 2020 in 

response to the pandemic. The Community Helpline is in operation 24/7 supported by Leitrim 
 

 The Public Participation Network continued to operate throughout 2021.  The hosting of the LPPN 
is being contracted out under a SLA agreement and it is hoped that this will be finalised in 
November 2021.   

 Comhairle na Nóg Liatroma continues to enjoy the support of all second level schools and youth 
clubs in Leitrim.     Consultation was carried out with young 
people all over the county regarding their preferences for teenspace and the emerging model is a 
MUGA (Multi Use Games Area), to include seating and shelter.   
continues to be used by the Garda Schools programme nationally. Under Action 3, Healthy Ireland 

cinemas across the North West in October/November 2021. 
 Leitrim Age Friendly Alliance and Older Persons Council are working on the 2021-2024 Leitrim Age 

Friendly Strategy.  A review of the strategy 2017-2020 was produced.  Funding was secured for 
playgrounds and outdoor recreational facilities from Department of Community and Youth Affairs 
to upgrade Breffni playground.   

 The Covid 19 Community Response Fund 
community groups.   

 Community Enhancement Programme 2021 is p
sporting organisations with small and large grants.  

 Pride of Place was judged virtually again in 2021. The Council nominated Tullaghan in the category 
Islands & Coastal Communities, and Bothar na Naomh (Cloone Tidy Towns) in the category 
Community Wellbeing.  Climate Action is an underlying theme across all categories in 2021. 
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Budget 2022 Overview 
 
Housing and Building 

 The Council will continue to focus upon returning any remaining void and vacant properties to 
productive use, subject to Department funding. 

 It is envisaged that a Disabled Persons Grant scheme will operate in 2022 to fund disability 
adaptation works for Council housing stock to render the dwelling more suitable to the needs of
the tenant. 

 In 2022, the Planned Maintenance Programme will also facilitate the upgrading of ventilation and 
bathroom facilities at Drumshanbo, improvements works to waste water treatment system at 
Rossinver and roofing repair contracts at Mohill 

 It is anticipated that an Energy Efficiency Programme will operate in 2022. 
 
 
Housing Capital Section 
The Housing Capital section will commence delivery of the Housing for All targets set out by the DHLGH 
for 2022- 2026 by undertaking the following: 

 The preparation of a Housing Delivery Action Plan for County Leitrim. 
 The targeted acquisition of specific purpose buildings under the Housing Acquisitions 

Programme 2022, in line with national identified priorities. 

 The completion of 12 social houses at Townparks, Carrick on Shannon and 5 social houses at 
Taobh Tire, Manorhamilton by direct build before the end of 2022. 

 The delivery of an additional 12 social houses under 3 separate Turnkey projects is programmed 
for completion in 2022. 

 The delivery of an additional 2 Age Friendly single storey 2-bedroom homes at Breffni Crescent,
Carrick on Shannon by the end of 2022. 

 Advance 5 individual social housing projects through the DHLGH four stage approval process to 
ultimately deliver 40 social homes. 

 Continue to partner with Developers to develop a pipeline of Turnkey housing solutions for 
delivery in 2022 and beyond. 

 Secure additional homes through the DHLGH approved leasing mechanisms. 
 Renewed focus on the return to productive use of vacant and derelict buildings under the Buy 

and Renew Construction scheme thereby supporting urban regeneration. 
 Build on the recent establishment of the Housing Forum encompassing the key Approved 

Housing Bodies in County Leitrim by assisting them to increase their overall delivery of social 
housing units. 

 Continue to seek the acquisition of additional land in the high need areas of County Leitrim to 
ensure the future social housing need can be delivered. 

 
 
Roads, Transportation and Safety 
The 2022 Roads Programme will not be available until early 2022. Therefore, the roads budget has 
been included based upon the level of grants awarded under the 2021 Roads Programme. The Council 
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will continue to pursue alternative sources of funding to maximise available resources in 2022 for roads 
and transportation.  

 N4 Carrick on Shannon to Dromod By-Pass. Emerging Preferred Transportation Solution: It is 
anticipated that the Emerging Preferred Transportation Solution will go to the TII for a Peer Review 
in January 2022, with a view to publishing the Options Report in the first quarter of 2022. 

 Realignment of the N16: Work will continue in 2022 on existing re alignment works. 
 It is anticipated that New Overlay Schemes will be approved in 2022. 
 The Active Travel programme which now has a dedicated staff, will progress during 2022. 
 The 2022 to 2025 Multi-annual Roads Programme will commence with 2022 programme 

allocations which is expected in February as usual.  
 It is anticipated that additional funding will again be received in 2022 for Local Improvement 

Schemes (LIS) and Community Involvement Schemes (CIS).  
 
 

Water Services 
Leitrim County Council will continue to work with Irish Water within the existing Service Level 
Agreement framework during 2022. The proposed pipeline projects for 2022, submitted to Irish Water
are as follows: 

 450m of pipeline on the R208 Ballinamore road in Drumshanbo. 

 1511m of pipeline on the R209 at Foxfield to Fenagh. 

 400m of pipeline on Main Street in Mohill Town. 

 1800m of pipeline on the L3409 Gowel to Kilnagross. 

 500m of pipeline on the R202 Stratrissaun South. 

 1300m of pipeline at Tullaghan to Redbrae to Wardhouse. 

 1200m of pipeline at Correleehan interconnecting pipeline.  
 

Rural Water Programme 
Leitrim County Council will continue to progress all Group Schemes funded under the National Rural 
Water Programme, in accordance with allocations received. 
 
Development Management 

 A draft County Development Plan will be published in early 2022 and placed on public display for 
10 weeks. It is anticipated that the draft plan will be adopted by the Council in March 2023. 

 Work will commence with Roscommon County Council on the preparation of the joint Local Area 
Plan for Carrick on Shannon and Cortober.  

 A new Development Contribution Scheme will be made for the period 2022-2025. 
 The Council will continue to focus on unfinished housing developments. It is anticipated that a 

number of taking in charge applications will be processed during 2022.  
 The Planning Department will continue to assist in the advancement of capital projects through 

the ambitious Capital Programme.  
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Tourism 

 Leitrim County Council will continue to implement marketing initiatives in collaboration with the 
tourism trade to support and enhance economic recovery, targeting the domestic and GB markets 
for 2022.  

 Budget 2022 will continue to provide for the promotion of Leitrim as a tourist destination.  This 
Council will continue the strategic alignment of resources with the activities of key partners such 
as Waterways Ireland, Failte Ireland, and Inland Fisheries Ireland.  

 In 2022 Leitrim County Council will commence the review and development of a 5-year strategy 
and action plan for tourism in the county.  

 In 2022, Leitrim County Council will continue to support the operation of the Carrick on Shannon 
Tourist Office and the Discovery Centre at Knock Airport.  

 Continued content updates in 2022 on the new Leitrim Tourism website enjoyleitrim.com and 
social media platforms which collectively provide the central call to action for all promotion and 
marketing campaigns. 

 As part of the General Municipal Allocation, support will be given to festival and events, based 
upon an open call for projects in early 2022. 

 In regard to product development Leitrim County Council will continue to engage with 
opportunities to secure funding to facilitate the delivery of additional tourism related 
product/marketing investment and maximise the potential of Slow Adventure Tourism and the 
Hidden Heartlands proposition in collaboration with the Wild Atlantic Way.  

 Leitrim County Council will continue to co-operate with Waterways Ireland in the development and 
 

 In 2022 Leitrim County Council will deliver several marketing initiatives to develop experiences for 
the international markets 

 
Economic Development 

 Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)  

o LECP: The Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) and relevant SPC will 
continue the work of implementation during 2022.  In addition, work will commence on 
the development of a new LECP.  

o SICAP: The priorities for 2022 will be determined through the LCDC for delivery by the 
implementing body (Leitrim Development Company) 

o LEADER: The LEADER Transitional Programme will continue during 2022, within the 
agreed partnership structure through the LCDC. This will be the final year for allocation 
of leader funding within the county and attention will focus on the new Leader 
Programme going forward. 

 Funding Programmes; 

The Council will continue to actively promote and engage with all community and business 
organisations in order to maximise the opportunity arising for the County for these programmes 
delivered primarily by the Department of Rural and Community Development. It is expected that 

the early part of 2022.  
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 The Local Enterprise Office will progress the following initiatives during 2022:  
o Support Micro Enterprise Sector - In 2022 the LEO will continue to support the Micro 

Enterprise sector through a range of financial and soft supports as businesses face the 
challenges of recovery from Covid and Brexit into the future. 

o Enterprise Education - The Student Enterprise Awards will continue to be delivered in 
Leitrim during 2022. 

o Enterprise Promotion - LEO Leitrim will deliver a week-long programme of events during 
National Enterprise Week  

o The Leitrim Business Network will continue to receive support. 
o Continue to develop Women in Business Network with events planned for 2022. 
o Deliver the National Enterprise Awards Programme 
o  
o Deliver Covid recovery and Brexit supports as required 
 

 Knock Airport: Budget 2022 makes ongoing provision for Leitrim County Councils sectoral stake in 
Ireland West Airport.  The Council will also support the Discovery Centre at Knock Airport.  

 Purple Flag: The Council will continue to support the retention of the Purple Flag standard in 2022
for Carrick on Shannon.   

 Regional Enterprise Plan 2022  24  North West: Implementation of the new plan will commence 
in 2022. Budget 2022 makes a provision for the implementation of this plan in collaboration with 
Sligo and Donegal, with Leitrim County Council taking the lead in supporting implementation. 

 Digital Strategy: Work will continue in 2022 on the implementation of the Digital Strategy.  
 Atlantic Economic Corridor: Leitrim, among other counties, is part of this government initiative 

aimed at development of the western portion of the country. Funding is provided by the 
Government to partly support this initiative.  

 USEFE : This will be the 8th year of the USEFE jointly funded programme between Bord Na Mona, 
ESB and the counties of Leitrim, Cavan and Longford, with Leitrim as the lead authority. The 2022
work programme will continue to focus on Tourism, Renewable Energy and Digital Strategies.  
Implementation will commence in 2022 on the agreed medium term priority Action Plan. 

 During 2022 the Council will continue to pursue opportunities for the continued economic 
development of the County along with the renewal and regeneration of the County in collaboration 
with the established Town Team structure. 

 The Council will continue to work closely with the IDA in regard to pursuing foreign direct 
investment in the County. The Council will also continue to assist where possible, indigenous 
business development across the county. 

 
Capital Projects Office 
The Capital Projects Office will continue the delivery of the following projects as part of the Capital 
Investment Programme 2021  2026: (progress to date was outlined earlier) 

 Carrick on Shannon Flood Relief Scheme  

 Leitrim Village Flood Relief Scheme 

 Mohill Flood Relief Scheme 

 Carrick on Shannon Public Regeneration Scheme  



xvii 

 

 Manorhamilton Public Realm Scheme 

 The Junction Project Ballinamore 

 SLNCR Greenway  Sligo to Enniskille 

 Cavan Leitrim Greenway  Ballinamore to Corgar 

 Cavan Leitrim Greenway  Corgar to Aughawillin 

 Carrick on Shannon Destination Towns  
 Leitrim Way Trail 
 Carrick on Shannon to Battlebridge Blueway 
 Hartley Bridg 
 Mohill Public Realm Schem  
 UFH 
 OPW Minor Flood Schemes  
 Acres Lake Facility Centr 
 Lough Bran 
 Sheemore Hill  
 Rossinver Recreation Trail 

 
 
Environmental Services 

 In 2022, the Environment Department will continue to carry out all inspections as required under 
the Recommended Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspections (RMCEI) as approved by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) including farm surveys, waste-water discharge licences and 
Domestic Waste Water Treatment System inspections under the EPA National Inspection Plan.  

 Leitrim County Council will continue to support and participate in the CFRAM process during 2022
 Connacht Ulster Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authority (WERLA) will continue to support 

Local Authorities in the enforcement of waste regulation. 
 LAWCO will continue the process of community engagement during 2022, in collaboration with 

Leitrim County Council. 
 

Emergency Services 
The following initiatives will be progressed in 2022: 

 The new Fire Station in Manorhamilton will continue through the planning and design phase 
towards a tender process in 2022. 

 Implementation of the approved Section 26 Emergency Operations Plan will continue during 2022.
 The Fire Service will continue to implement the Building Control function during 2022. 
 Leitrim Fire Service will host a Major Emergency Exercise during 2022. 
 Leitrim Fire Service will continue to engage and collaborate with Major Emergency partners at 

regional and national level in 2022. 
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Civil Defence 

 The service will continue to support the principle response agencies in search and recovery 
activities within County Leitrim and beyond during 2022. 

 Leitrim Civil Defence will continue to support Community Forum initiatives in 2022. 
 Leitrim Civil Defence will continue to support the Environment Department in the delivery of the 

annual lake sampling programme. 
 
 

Arts 

 Looking forward to 2022, the year will be equally challenging, but in a very positive way. As 
restrictions further lift, programmes such as youth theatre that have suffered during the pandemic, 
will have the potential to grow again while new initiatives developed more recently such as Poetry 
Town will have the opportunity to reach their full potential. With the continued support of the Arts 
Council and Creative Ireland, Leitrim County Council is well placed to achieve that potential for the 
county and its citizens.  

 Participation in youth theatre has dropped significantly over the last two years and the arts office 
is currently working with the Glens Centre and Carrigallen Youth Theatre to renew and grow the 
programme once more in 2022.  

 
performance programmes; within the digital arts, with onsite live events, and with residency 
programmes with a particular emphasis within the areas of music, visual art and education. 

 

Library Service  
The Library work programme for 2022 will include: 

 There will be a requirement to feed into a new national library strategy to replace the current 
 

 A new 5 year  will be commenced.  This plan will place a 
specific focus on library services in a post Covid environment. 

 A new Library Management System, Spydus, is due to be rolled out in all library authorities in 
March 2022 which will integrate e-books and local studies/archive material. 

 An innovative ICT programme will be rolled out, which will see the introduction of the 
-Service options for 

library users. 
 The Decade of Centenaries Programme for 2022 will focus on marking events relating to the 

Civil War Period in County Leitrim. 
 Leitrim library Service will join with Cavan Library Service and Libraries NI in a Peace Impact 

Programme which will see a Cross Border Programme entitled 'Literature - A Bridge Across 
Difference' being delivered through libraries in Leitrim, Cavan, Enniskillen and Omagh.   

 The Library Digitisation Programme will focus on digitizing items from the Local Studies 
Collection and uploading them to www.leitrimdoc.ie 

 There will be a special focus on digital literacy programmes  
 All library service points will have a collection of Sensory Equipment for use in the library and 

for lending. 
 There will be continued collaboration with other cultural and creative groups across the county.
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Community Development 

 The development phase is ongoing for the next Peace Programme - PEACE PLUS. It is envisaged 
by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB), that first drafts of Local Action Plans will be 
submitted in the first half of 2022.  SEUPB have indicated that PEACE PLUS funding levels will 
be in line with funding approved under PEACE IV.  

 The COVID 19 Community Helpline and Community Forum was established in March 2020 in 
response to the pandemic. The Community Helpline remains in operation 24/7 supported by 

to 9.00am.  
 The Public Participation Network will continue to operate during 2022. 
 Comhairle na Nóg Liatroma will continue in 2022 with an active programme of events.  
 Leitrim Age Friendly Alliance and Older Persons Council will commence the implementation of 

the 2021-2024 Leitrim Age Friendly Strategy.   

 Pride of Place will continue in 2022 in a similar format to 2021. 
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