


€3.3m PEACEPLUS Action Plan Launched for Leitrim
Leitrim County Council and the Leitrim PEACEPLUS Partnership Committee launched their co-designed Local Community PEACE Action Plan with funding of €3,334,009 secured to deliver cross community and peacebuilding projects across Leitrim.
The Leitrim PEACEPLUS Action Plan was developed after extensive consultation using a co-design process to address needs within the Leitrim Council area and in particular how PEACEPLUS can address a lack of historic investment due to conflict and enhance peace and reconciliation in the county. It is a project supported by PEACEPLUS, a programme managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB).
The PEACEPLUS programme represents a funding partnership between the European Union, the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Government of Ireland and the Northern Ireland Executive.
The Action Plan has 16 projects across three programme areas. These include five infrastructure projects in Ballinamore, Carrick-on-Shannon, Drumkeerin, Lurganboy and Kinlough. The remaining projects will deliver activities around community development and training, volunteer support, arts, music, drama, sport, biodiversity, digital technology, outreach programmes, skills & training, food, crafts and much more.
The overall objective of the plan is to promote a greater sense of belonging, equality, inclusion and peace for people living in Leitrim by providing opportunities for enhanced contact and understanding between communities, access to training and skills and establishing spaces and platforms for collaborative learning and knowledge-sharing. 
Launching the plan, Minister for Rural and Community Development agus an Gaeltacht, Dara Colleary said: “I am delighted that my new Department of Rural & Community Development agus an Gaeltacht will be providing match funding and support for delivery of this fantastically ambitious. The plan will support regional community initiatives which I am absolutely confident will result in significant and continuous engagement with individuals from diverse cultural and political backgrounds.”   
First Minister Michelle O’Neill said “Leitrim’s PEACEPLUS Action Plan is a real practical demonstration of what we can achieve when we work together. By harnessing the energy and ideas of local people we have the opportunity to strengthen the bonds that unite us and we can address the legacies of the past as well as creating a brighter and better future for generations to come.”
Chief Executive of SEUPB Gina McIntyre said “Through PEACEPLUS, 17 local councils across Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland will play a critically important role in administering much-needed funding at grassroots level through their respective Local Community Action Plans.  
“This new approach to funding will result in 110,000 people from different and diverse backgrounds in Northern Ireland and the border counties collaborating to identify and deliver priority projects within their communities. 
“The co-design process of our action plans is the most collaborative approach to date, emphasising inclusivity, shared decision making and the integration of diverse perspectives throughout the entire design lifecycle. 
“They are not just standalone interventions; they are catalysts for systemic and intergenerational change, fostering new skills, role models, and partnerships that will resonate long after the Plan concludes.”
[bookmark: _Hlk190097095]Cathaoirleach Cllr Paddy O’Rourke has welcomed the funding, saying “Having served as a member of the Leitrim PEACEPLUS Partnership and previous Peace Partnership committees I know how much work and planning goes into getting a Peace programme to this stage. This plan represents an extensive co-design process with input from all sections of our community in Leitrim. I have to commend members of the PEACEPLUS Partnership and PEACEPLUS Coordinator Marian McGovern for their commitment to developing and delivering an excellent programme of activities and opportunities for participants which will support peace, stability and inclusion into the future.”
Speaking at the launch Deputy Chief Executive of Leitrim Council Mary Quinn said “There has been vital funding from previous PEACE programmes into communities in County Leitrim and across the border counties and Northern Ireland. The new PEACEPLUS programme is providing further significant investment into the social, economic and environmental development of Leitrim. The comprehensive programme of activities aligns with the Councils priorities to develop an inclusive, healthy and equitable county, increasing the sustainability of our communities and continuing to regenerate and revitalise our towns and villages.”
For more information on Leitrim’s PEACEPLUS Action Plan and information on how and when to submit tenders for projects  visit our website www.leitrim.ie/council/services/community-development/peace/peaceplus/ 

Notes to Editors 
 The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) is a North South Body with the statutory remit for managing EU funding programmes within Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland.
PEACEPLUS is a cross-border funding Programme designed to support peace and prosperity across Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland. The total value of PEACEPLUS is €1.14 billion.
PEACEPLUS is co-funded by the European Union, the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Government of Ireland, and the Northern Ireland Executive.




